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Students jam in the quad with Trash Can Lid 
Productions at the Music and Poetry Picnic 
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Massachusetts Youth Council 
selects NECC student 


Stanley Narcisse gets 


invited into youth group 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


Working in news it is fairly easy to 
grow cynical. Seeing the worst the world 
has to offer, day in and day out can be a 
grind. But then people come along that 
offer a glimmer of hope. Stanley Narcisse, 
just 19 years old and currently living in 
Haverhill, is one such vision of hope. 

On Friday, September 12, 2008, 
Governor Deval Patrick swore in the inau- 
gural members of the Governor’s 
Statewide Youth Council on the steps of 
the statehouse. Stanley Narcisse was one 
of 28 young people, out of a 300 plus per- 
son pool to be selected for the council. 

The Youth Council will hold meetings 
quarterly, focusing on the priorities of edu- 
cation, economic development, civic 
engagement, and community outreach, 
advising the governor as representatives of 
all Massachusetts youth: 

In addition to their quarterly meetings, 
Youth Council members will gather inde- 
pendently to share what they see in their 


communities and talk about how state gov- 
ernment can partner with local communi- 
ties to create solutions for young people. 
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If it wasn’t for my mom 
I wouldn’t be here 
right now. 


- Stanley Narcisse 


Stanley had been referred to me by a 
mutual friend and was going to come in for 
an interview: frankly I didn’t know what to 
expect. 

What I got was a young man with a 
bright smile and firm handshake who 
moved with purpose and dignity. He spoke 
with a clarity that is uncommon for young 
people today. 

I asked him why he thought he was 
chosen for the council and he thought for a 
moment, taking the time to ponder his 
answer. 


See Youth page 9 
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Students for a Democratic 
Society plan “Smoke-In” 


Students will gather on 


campus to smoke together 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


One of the new clubs on campus, 
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) is 
not taking the impending smoking ban lying 
down. 

“Your choice was not an option. Your 
voice was not heard. The decision was not 
yours!” reads fliers posted around the school 
by SDS, “Students for a Democratic Society 
opposes the smoking ban and offers alterna- 
tives to the administration’s decision. Help us 
help you be heard.” 

The administration did hold open meet- 
ings last year to discuss the possibility of a 
smoking ban, but when asked last year about 
these meetings President Hartleb said that the 
meetings were not well attended. However, 
the new students coming to the campus at the 
beginning of fall would have had no say in 
the ban. 

When asked what alternatives to the ban 
they had given the administration, SDS 
founders Jordan Renzi and Angelica Rotsart 
said they hadn’t set a letter or notice yet 
because they were still working out the 
details. 


Further, SDS has been circulating a peti- 
tion against the smoking ban, which has been 
signed by at least dozens of students, both 
smoking and non-smoking alike who are 
against the ban. At the time of the interview 
the exact text of the petition had not been set 
yet so students were simply signing in oppo- 
sition to the ban itself. 

In protest of the ban, SDS will be holding 
an all day “Smoke-In” on Wednesday, 
November 19. The “Smoke-In” will see 
smoking students gathering together in two 
different areas on campus to show solidarity 
and the number of students who smoke. In the 
interview Renzi and Rotsart said that they 
hoped to have some kind of music and per- 
haps candy at the event. 

The “Smoke-In” will be at two proposed 
sites on the Haverhill campus, the grassy area 
between C, B, and E Buildings and between 
the Tech Center and Student Center. 

“We are a radical group to a certain 
extent, because we’re directly going after 
things the administration has tried to put into 
motion,” said Renzi. 

In the interview Renzi and Rotsart stated 
that they felt as though they had more trouble 
than other groups would have in getting sim- 
ple things like tables for the lobby and getting 
their flyers stamped. 

When asked about this and the upcoming 
“Smoke-In,” Dina Brown of Student 
Activities declined to comment. 
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Apathy Ra burnout 


Ces 


is not a holiday treat 


Well this is it folks, the home 
stretch, the back nine, the last few 
furlongs, we are closing in of the end 
on the semester. Historically the time 
in and around Thanksgiving is also 
when students start to slip. After a 
semester of hard work the grind of 
classes and work tends to be a bit 
much. It starts as simple procrastina- 
tion and ends with lowered GPA’s 
and failed classes. 

So how do you keep this from 
happening? ’ 

The most important thing to do is 
stop and assess where you are. Get a 
handle on what you’re doing in class- 
es, what is due when, and if you're 
falling behind. Next you need to get 


organized, create goals to get your- 
self back on track. Prioritize the dif- 
ferent things in your life and struggle 
to move them into the right order. 
Keep in mind however that all work 
and no play makes things get worse 
quick. 

What about if you are in way 
over your head? At the end of the day 
it comes down to personal taste but 
remember that if you are buried then 
you have to be smart, be quick, and 
be decisive. Some must die so that 
others may live. In other words find 
the parts of your life that are holding 
you down and cut them away. 

The sense of freedom from free- 
ing yourself from needless distrac- 
tions can often be enough to get you 
back on track. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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MCTcampus cartoon 


Are you happy with the 
Presidential election results? 


Daniel Potter, 
General Studies 


I guess so, I voted for for Mickey 
Mouse but he didn’t win. It was a 
lose-lose situation. , 


Reanne Malesky, 
Business Transfer 


Yes very much so, I think it was 
nice to change and move away 
from the.old world mentalities. 


Jacob Friend, 
Business 


Hell [expletive] yeah and you can 
quote me on that. 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Lillyanne Daigle, 
Liberal Arts 


Yes, I’m very happy. 


Shu Xin, 
General Studies 


I can say that, yes. 


Christian Remos, 
Illustration 


Yes I am very happy. The 
Republicans have ruined it for 
the last 8 years. Now we can take 
it back. 
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The American dream is really alive 


My generation chose 
to be remembered for 


something positive 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Is it really 
true? The 
American 
dream seems to 
- be real after 
Al all. On Nov. 4, 
Americans 
came out in 
record num- 
‘ J | bers and made 
history by electing the nation’s first 
black president, a feat that for many 
years seemed unlikely or even 
impossible. 

I’m not sure how he managed to 
do it, but Barack Obama was able to 
change the perception of American 
politics. I’m not going to sit here and 
tell you that Obama will be the great- 
est president or that he can walk on 
water. It’s too early to know how he 
will lead the United States especially 
in tumultuous times like ours. 
Stepping into office after the colossal 
failure of George W. Bush will put a 
lot of pressure on anybody, especial- 
ly Obama who has to prove himself 
to a lot of people who doubt him 
because of the color of his skin and 
his experience. 

What we need to acknowledge 
right now is that the United States is 
making progress in shedding its 
racist past. I’m not saying that by 
electing Obama racism completely 
disappeared from the country. 
Racism is something that will never 
fully go away, but at least we’re start- 
ing to look more presentable on the 
world stage. 

The Obama story as much as it 


sounds like a cliché, is basically 
screenplay worthy (it wouldn’t sur- 
prise me if 20 years from now it gets 
adapted to a film designed to court 
the Academy Awards). Obama was 
born in Hawaii and is the son of a for- 
eign student from Kenya and a white 
anthropologist from Kansas and was 
raised primarily by his grandparents. 
Like most Americans he dabbled 
briefly with alcohol and drugs during 
his teenage years. He got his act 
together and studied at Occidental 
College in Los Angeles then trans- 
ferred to Columbia University in 
New York. From there he went on to 
study at Harvard Law School and 
became the first black president of 
the Harvard Law Review. To most 
people this may not mean much, but 
to me as the son of immigrants as 
well it gives me an example to look 
up to and actually hope for my aca- 
demic future. 

Fast forward to 2004 when 
Obama was just an unknown Senator 
who happened to deliver a rousing 
speech at the Democratic National 
Convention, the momentum pro- 
pelled Obama at trying his hand at 
the presidential primaries. 
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President elect Barack Obama adresses the crowd during his acceptance speech 


according to popular belief at the 
time was destined to become the first 
female president. 

It was a bitter and hotly contested 


SoS TT Sees 


Obama earned 365 electoral votes with 
only 270 needed to win and 53 percent 
of the popular vote versus McCain’s 162 
electoral votes and 46 percent. 


Announcing his bid on Feb. 10, 2007 
not too many people gave him a shot, 
I know I didn’t despite that I liked the 
guy (read my article “2008 Election 
Woes,” Nov. 7, 2007). To top that off 
he was running against a seemingly 
unstoppable Hillary Clinton, who 


race for the democratic nomination 
that many feared would divide the 
party and ultimately hurt the chances 
of the democrats winning the general 
election. But on June 3, once all of 
the. states had been counted Obama 
was declared the winner. Next up he 


would face an even stiffer challenge. 

Obama was running in the gen- 
eral election against legendary 
Republican maverick John McCain, 
longtime senate veteran who had 
presidential election experience 
under his belt. It also was a memo- 
rable race filled with interesting 
characters (Joe the plumber, 
William Ayers, Tina Fey) smear 
campaigns and odd debates. What 
was once expected to be a tight race 
started to favor Obama towards the 
end according to the polls. 

Then on election night Nov. 4 
that’s when all my expectations 
were shattered. Not only had 
Obama won but he took the win by 
a huge margin. Obama earned 365 
electoral votes with only 270 need- 
ed to win and 53 percent of the 
popular vote versus McCain’s 162 


electoral votes and 46 percent. 

Not bad for a guy who had been 
labeled inexperienced, socialist, 
Muslim, not black enough (yes, 
Jesse Jackson, we’re talking about 
you) and as a friend of terrorists. 
Granted he didn’t make it to presi- 
dent by himself some of his 
endorsements were from Colin 
Powell, the Kennedy clan, Oprah 
Winfrey and the Clintons after the 
primary. 

Whatever the future holds is 
uncertain, but I am feeling pretty 
excited of what’s to come. I’m just 
extremely relieved that my genera- 
tion will be remembered for some- 
thing other than 9/11, the war in 
Iraq or a general feeling of apathy 
regarding its future. 


Campus Safety is an issue at NEC 


Dear Editor, 

Safety is a growing concern among students taking 
evening courses on Northern Essex Community College 
campuses. Our concern is for all members of the college 
community and we suggest that we look for positive 
changes that will impact not only our safety but also our 
education. 

The focus of this letter is the security of our parking 
lots. Our goal is to create awareness. 

Rather than complain about this situation, as a class 
we would like to suggest some possible solutions that are 
consistent with the NECC Mission Statement that places 
an emphasis on access to educational opportunities and 
respect for the individual. Due to late night classes we 
feel that by increasing security and safety we can feel 
more comfortable attending class. Our suggestions for 
improving campus safety include: 

1. Adding more security cameras as a deterrent to 
possible criminal behavior 

This will allow students and faculty/staff to feel that 
their vehicles (and property inside) are not just being 
monitored but protected. Possibly the sight of a security 
camera would make a culprit think twice. 

2. Publicizing that Public Safety will provide an 
escort service if requested. This is | more of a personal 
matter, but it would make a lot of students, faculty and 
staff feel safer as they walk to their cars. 

3. Adding lighting to parking areas and cutting 
down branches of trees that block out lighting for the 
parking lots would be a great contribution to the school. 
The extended parking lots’ lighting is extremely poor. 
Because of this we are vulnerable to danger. Adding 


lighting can help us be more visually aware of what’s 
around us. Haverhill has huge open parking spaces and 
surroundings which could lead to possible causalities and 
where one might be scared to go to one’s car. In 
Lawrence, parking outside of the main lot is necessary, 
and walking to one’s car is scary for many due to the pitch 
blackness that bestows the area. 

4. Implementing safety workshops for all members 
of the NECC Community. These would allow for all of us 
to better aware of what safety precautions we can take 
such as implementing a buddy system. 

Increasing the number of shuttle buses running in the 
evening. Either adding busses or adjusting the schedules 
will not only help NECC students to arrive to class on 
time but to get home at an appropriate time at night. This 
would be a positive addition to our learning environment. 

6. Increasing the number of MVRTA buses that run 
between the Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. 

7. Hire additional security and place personnel at 
each lot on campus. It is important to have someone doing 
rounds to check on vehicles and anything suspicious 
rather than just sitting in the booths or looking out the 
doors. 

Thank you for reading and considering our concern 
and suggestions. We, the students of Mrs. Ricketts’ 
College Success Seminar evening class hope our concerns 
and suggestions serve as a starting point for campus-wide 
discussion that will lead to positive changes. 

Sincerely, 

The evening students in the College Success 
Seminar Lawrence Franklin Street Campus Our goal 
is to create awareness 


Air Force veteran shows his 
gratitude towards NECC 


Letter to the Editor, 

As a returning student at NECC, I 
thought that it would be a good thing 
to offer a point of view from someone 
who hasn’t been to school in a while. 
I’m a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, I 
was working in the customer service 
for over fifteen years, and I thought 
that I could offer more to society so I 
was asked to attend the UMass 
Boston in the Veterans Upward 
Bound Program. This is a program 
that would help you decide if you had 
the aptitude to attend a college, I did 
ok. The atmosphere at UMass 
Boston was really good, a lot of older 
people and veterans as well. But this 
was just the starting place for my aca- 
demic journey because as soon as [| 
felt comfortable, I had to make a 
choice where I would go to school. I 
chose NECC because it was closer to 
where I live and two outstanding peo- 
ple; Nancy Sabin and Charles Diggs 
helped me feel that I could enroll in 
this school. It is a place for me to 
prepare to be more successful. 

At NECC my instructors made 
me feel comfortable and allowed me 
to be a part of the classes. I had to 
learn right away that I didn’t have the 
same study habit that I had before. 


When I didn’t attend class people 
would ask what happened. 
Somebody cared for the old dude, 
which is very different from the real 
world where you’re just anyone. 

I am in a learning community, 
which is cool, I learn from them and 
they learn from me. I didn’t even feel 
that when I was going to school back 
in the Stone Age, what a feeling. I’m 
not going to say that everything is 
roses though, putting in 3 hours of 
class time, tutoring and asking ques- 
tions is huge-part of every class week, 
but after a while this is just a part of 
this academic journey. 

How this journey ends and con- 
tinues is only a matter of time and 
being able to continue this attitude 
and work ethic. But I can say that the 
people here at NECC, the administra- 
tors, instructors and students have 
made this mature veteran feel like he 
has a chance to make a difference. 
The karma and kindness shown to me 
should be spread out to the rest of the 
world. I want to thank everyone for 
your kindness, have wonderful holi- 
days. 

Sincerely, 

Raoul Peterson 


Page 4 NECC Observer Nov. 19, 2008 


Students should be 
better informed about 


class cancellations 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
Contributing Reporter 


The cancellation of a class is 
often an exciting event for most hard 
working college students. The weight 
of their busy schedules is temporarily 
lifted off of their shoulders for a brief 
moment, making life just a little less 
complicated. Most students appear to 
have more than one class in a day 
making them available to attend their 
other lectures if one happens to be 
‘canceled. However; some students’ 
schedules vary from the majority, 
containing only one class in a given 
weekday. Some teachers notify their 
students beforehand if a class is 
called off, but for those who do not, 
students are left to stare at a yellow 
notice on the classroom door with no 
prior indication of cancellation the 
day before. As a result those particu- 
lar students with one class often end 
up wasting a trip to school and a large 
amount of gas. So it appears that can- 
celing classes is doing more harm 
than good which leads one to ponder 
the policies NECC has put in place 
and how to better improve upon 
them. 

As far as snow days go, NECC 
has a strict policy regarding school 
cancellations. Since the winter is a 


more life threatening time for travel- 
ing, the school president puts the stu- 
dent body as the main priority by 
notifying them through TV channels 
like WBZ 4 and FOX, radio stations 
or the school’s main web site when 
the weather is in dangerous condi- 
tions. Since the weather is often more 
favorable during the school year, can- 
cellations are a rarity, only occurring 
in these extreme circumstances. But 
for those sunny, rainy and cloudy 
days, students are often accustomed 
to expecting classes to proceed as 
scheduled. Since students abide by 
the school rules, it is important for 
teachers to do the same if something 
were to interfere with them being 
present for class. Students are not 
psychics that can predict what will 
occur in their teachers’ lives causing 
them to cancel class. Since students 
are often required to notify their 
teachers of their absences from class, 
the courtesy should go both ways. 
After all, students are keeping teach- 
ers employed and are paying a lot of 
tuition fees to better their education. 
According to Collegeboard.com, 
16 percent of NECC students are 
from out of state. Although they do 
not make up the majority of the stu- 
dent body, these students are putting 
a lot more mileage on their cars and 
spending more money putting gas in 
their tanks. With the economy in 
shambles, students can not afford to 
waste these necessities. Since I am an 
out of state student I can easily relate 
to the unnecessary problems created 


from wasted trips to school. Being 
directly affected by this ordeal, | 
have been led to consider a simple 
resolution to relieve students of their 
frustrations. 

At the start of every semester, 
most teachers ask their students to fill 
out a contact information paper 
including their home address, phone 
number and email address. I have 
often wondered what the purpose of 
this document was to the teachers, 
since I have never been directly con- 
tacted of any class changes. Teachers 
should realize that the solution to 
notifying students 24 hours in 
advance about canceled classes is 
right in front of them. They ask us to 
provide the proper student informa- 
tion they need but never put it to 
good use. It is very simple to forward 
a quick email to the entire class so the 
message gets through to everyone at 
the appropriate time. Another possi- 
ble solution would be to have a 
school phone number to call with a 
recording of the daily classes that 
have been canceled. Since teachers 
are required to notify “Enrollment 
Services” or their Division’s Office 
of their absence 24 hours prior to the 
class, those individuals in charge of 
the NECC cancellation policy would 
have the proper amount of time to 
gather the information for students. 
Overall, if a better system were 
established regarding class cancella- 
tions, there would be a lot less frus- 
trated students on campus and a lot 
more fuel saved. 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to /ift parcels weighing up to 70 /bs 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world's most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) + Tuition Assistance + Holidays Off 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 


EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


The UPS | Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 
* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


Americans take freedom 


for granted 


Its fascinating what 
people are willing to 


trade for “security” 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


Twenty percent of Americans 
would agree with you if you said the 
first amendment grants too much 
freedom. That’s about one in five 
people. That number comes from the 
First Amendment Center, a non- 
profit group that educates people on 
the rights and freedoms of the first 
amendment. 

Of the 1,005 people surveyed 
between July 23 and Aug. 3, 39 per- 
cent said the press, newspapers and 
network news, have “Too much free- 
dom.” On the other hand, 28 percent 
of people surveyed said that religion 
didn’t have enough freedom. 

Religion also appeared in other 
questions: 42 percent of people sur- 
veyed said that people should not be 
aloud to say things in public that 
would offend religious groups. 
Meanwhile, 63 percent of people 
believed that the founding fathers of 
the country intended the United 
States to be a Christian nation, and 
55 percent of people believed that 
the U.S. Constitution establishes a 
Christian nation. 

As for the news media, 64 per- 
cent of people believe that the gov- 
ernment should have the right to 
require newspapers to give equal 
time to conservative and liberal 


commentators, as compared to 66 
percent for TV news. 

All these opinions and beliefs 
regard the First Amendment but 
what does this same group of people 
know about the Amendment? Well, 
not much as it turns out. At best, 
only 3 percent of people surveyed 
could name all five of the freedoms 
in the First Amendment. 

How horrifying are the times we 
live in when people are voting, lob- 
bying, and actively believing in 
reducing the freedoms of other 
human beings when they don’t even 
know what rights they wish to take 
away? 

It seems like people, in the name 
of good intentions are stripping 
away other peoples rights, but why? 

I think the answer is as simple as 
it is silly. People these days are so 
concerned about safety that they 
worry about other people’s safety. 
We have been reduced to a nation of 
unwelcomed baby sitters each glanc- 
ing side to side like some kind of 
“Nanny Gestapo” waiting for the 
person next to us to appear to make 
a poor life choice. 

Trans fat bans, smoking bans, 
seatbelt laws, all of these laws are 
what happens when someone takes a 
good personal choice and legislates 
it. Lets all mind our own business 
and leave laws to important things 
like murder and assault. 

If you want to see the full survey 
then head over to http://www. firsta- 
mendmentcenter.org and .download 
the .pdf file. It also includes data 
from the surveys of past years, all 
the way back to 1997. 
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What am I paying for? 


Because of bailouts 
taxpayers are picking 
up corporate tabs 


By RYAN JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s no new 
news how terri- 
ble our econo- 
my is right now. 
-It has become 
F obvious that the 
government is 
scrambling and 
; exhausting all 
options possible 
“@to build the 
foundation of our nation’s recovery. 
However, are the options - they’ve 
pursued the right ones? 

Bailout plans are the new black. 
It has become ever-so fashionable 
this day and age for major compa- 
nies to urge the government to fasten 
some sort of bailout plan that will 
miraculously save those companies 
and our dwindling economy. What 
the average person tends to forget is 
that for every bailout bill passed, for 
every absurd amount of money 
given away to the suits and ties of 
corporate America, the average tax 
payer will be the ones who foot the 
bill. : 

One of the more prevalent plans 


at the moment is the constantly 
swelling bailout of the American 
International Group (AIG). In 
September the original bailout for 
AIG was set at $85 billion. Two 
months later, that amount has almost 
doubled, and can now be expected to 
grow to $150 billion. The Treasury 
Department will also pay $40 billion 
in exchange for 2 percent stake in 
the company. 

In case your math is a little rusty, 
that is roughly $200 billion which is 
near 1/3 of the $700 billion bailout 
plan proposed back in September. 
With this sort of bankroll now, is it 
safe to assume that the AIG will use 
the money wisely, and in a beneficial 
way to their recovery right? Not nec- 
essarily. 

After the initial $85 billion 
bailout AIG called for an executive 
retreat that Rep. Elijah Cummings 
said totaled $443,343.71. Sounds 
pretty pricey for a company retreat 
to discuss how much money the 
company is losing. Costs included 
about $200,000 on hotel rooms, 
which is what you expect to pay 
when housing that many people in a 
5 star hotel (ocean view included). 
They also spent nearly $150,000 on 
catered banquets, $23,000 at the 
hotel spa; $1,400 at the salon; and 
$10,000 on “leisure dining” (bars?). 
After receiving an additional $37 
billion, AIG went on to spend 
$86,000 on a hunting trip to 


England. 

When asked about the expense, 
all company spokesman Peter 
Tulupman had to say was ““We regret 
the trip was not canceled.” In 
laimens terms that roughly translates 
into “I wish we didn’t get 
caught...again.” 

Even after all this, here we are, 
two months later, their bailout plan 
has nearly doubled and left the aver- 
age Joe, a little on the frustrated side. 

“Who’s going to bail me out?,” 
said local resident Jayne Harris of 
Merrimac, “I work nearly 60 hours a 
week, I can’t afford to go out, I clip 
coupons to save money, and it’s 
never enough. But I guess my taxes 
should be spent on luxury vacations 
for people who already have more 
money than me.” 

Now in hot pursuit of the new 
bailout trend, Ford, GM and 
Chrysler are prodding the govern- 
ment for their share of the pie. 
Lawmakers are considering initia- 
tives that could provide up to $50 
billion of relief to the companies. 
With the American taxpayers already 
on the line for the hundreds of bil- 
lions of dollars given to companies 
like AIG, can we really afford to 
worry about any more bailouts right 
now? More importantly, how can we 
be assured any future bailouts will 
be free of frivolous trips and expens- 
es, while the rest of us live frugally 
to support those luxuries? 


What effect did Palin have? 


Could McCain 5 loss 
in the elections be 
traced back to Palin? 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 
With the 
recent election, 
John McCain 


lost his run for 
the presidency 
to his counter- 
part Barack 
OL bra im: a = 
Carrying big 
states along 
with his experience in the service, 
he was popular among his party and 
people across the country. With each 
Obama poster or sticker, I encoun- 
tered just as many pro-McCain 
propaganda. Some people wonder 
what could have been done so that 
he would have had a better chance to 
achieve the status of president-elect. 
Many supporters and proponents of 
McCain try to shift the blame else- 
where. Yet, a lingering question 
begs to ask: Did Sarah Palin bring 
down John McCain’s campaign? 
Until the Republican candidate 
chose her as his running mate, 
America knew little of the governor 
from Alaska. After she accepted the 
position, the media became fixated 
on Palin. News that her teenage 
daughter was pregnant became 
headlines around the country. 
People became more involved in her 
personal life rather than that of her 


political career. 

Her stardom pinnacled when 
Tina Fey debuted her spot-on imper- 
sonation as Palin on Saturday Night 
Live. Rimless eyeglasses resem- 
bling the ones she wore became the 
latest trend, people were download- 
ing the latest Sarah Palin related 
video online, it was something along 
the lines of Palin fever. Her celebri- 
ty outweighed her place as a politi- 
cal figure. Instead of listening to her 
views, audiences waited for her next 
slip-up or parody on SNL. Although 
they were exaggerated, the skits 
became the publics source of knowl- 
edge about the candidate. 

Everything else aside, a major 


demands that plague this country 
presents right now are fit for a more- 
qualified candidate. 

When rehearsed, Palin sounded 
fluent and well-informed. Yet, 
McCain limited the number of inter- 
views she took on due to the dire 
consequences that would follow 
soon after. Example, the Katie 
Couric interview. After responding 
to Couric’s question about the 
bailout plan very inarticulately-it 
emphasized the fact that Palin did 
not know what she was talking 
about. A problem that burdened the 
country, and she had the slightest 
idea of what was going on. It was 
hard to imagine that she could possi- 


SR ee 


There was a hype as soon as McCain 
selected a woman as a running mate 
and this lasted a short period, when she 
started to lose popularity due to her 


political mishaps. 


reason why Sarah Palin could have 
hurt the campaign was her lack of 
experience. There was a hype as 
soon as McCain selected a woman 
as a running mate and this lasted a 
short period, when she started to 
lose popularity due to her political 
mishaps. She never seemed pre- 
pared to take on such a public, 
demanding and involved role in the 
challenging world of politics. The 


bly be second in command to John 
McCain. 

The only thing from this elec- 
tion that I cared about was that the 
more qualified candidate would 
come out on top. This includes tak- 
ing into consideration every aspect 
of the campaign, every person 
involved. For this, there is reason to 
place some responsibility on Palin 
for the outcome. 


Smokers are littering the 


campus for all students 


Would it really kill 
you to pick up your 


own trash? 


By CANDICE SEPLOW 
Contributing Reporter 


Hypothetically speaking you’re a 
wealthy entrepreneur and you have 
decided to set up a college scholar- 
ship for one of the colleges you 
attended. In order to decide which 
college you want to give the scholar- 
ship to, you have to familiarize your- 
self with the changes in the schools. 
You schedule appointments with each 
president for a tour of the college 
campuses. 

NECC is the first appointment 
scheduled. 

You meet with the president, 
David Hartleb, to discuss the qualifi- 
cations of the scholarship. In order to 
decide which college is most worthy 
of the scholarship, you have to famil- 
iarize yourself with each of the col- 
leges’ settings, so you take a tour of 
the campus. You’re satisfied with the 
upkeep of the landscaping and the 
tables and benches scattered for stu- 
dents to do homework outside, but 
you notice something: cigarette butts 
all over the ground, near trash barrels, 
outside of the doors, in the parking 
lot, etc. This makes you upset and 
feel that the students don’t respect’ the 


campuses environment. You think to 
yourself, throwing cigarettes on the 
ground is just like throwing any other 
type of garbage on the ground. 

After visiting all the other cam- 
puses you decided to go with your 
graduate school and you write a letter 
to president Hartleb explaining why 
NECC was not chosen. You explain 
to him that the appearance. of a col- 
lege campus is important and ciga- 
rettes butts everywhere ruins it, mak- 
ing the grounds look messy and unat- 
tractive. You advise him to inform the 
students, a long with faculty and 
staff, to do their part to help the 
school look presentable and well- 
maintained. 

I know this scenario seems far- 
fetched, but it is possible. People 
won’t want to donate money to a col- 
lege where the students and faculty 
members don’t care about the 
school’s appearance or environment. 

“T think not only is it disrespect- 
ful to the School community to have 
to look at the litter, but also the envi- 
ronment. All people should take 
responsibility for their own waste, 
especially the people who throw the 
cigarette five feet away from the ash 
tray that is just laziness.” said John 
Elliott, 30, who attended NECC in 
2000 to 2004. 

It doesn’t take much to throw 
your cigarette butts in an ash tray or 
in the trash and not on the ground. 


The United States is not a 
true democracy 


Despite what we are 
told the United States 
is a republic 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


All over the 
country people 
are celebrating. 
/ YAY we just 
elected our first 
black president, 
YAY democracy 
really works. 
For all those 
people I have 
just one thing to 
say, WAKE UP. America is under the 
cover of the title “Democracy” but in 
all reality America is a republic. 
Democracy would go on popular 
vote, while republics are just like the 
Electoral College. It doesn’t matter 
who won the popular vote, as shown 
in 2000 when Al Gore won the popu- 
lar vote and George W. Bush won the 
Electoral College. 

We got Bush and now we have 
Obama, but not through democracy. 
In The Pledge of Allegiance, that one 
annoying thing you had to stand up 
and recite every morning beginning 
in elementary school and sometimes 
all the way through high school, 
towards the end it says, “and to the 
republic for which it stands...” We 
get our leaders through a republic 
system, much like how Rome was a 
republic, and eventually republics 
come crashing down, especially 
when they are disguised as democra- 
cies. 

Looking back all the way to the 


forefathers things have been very 
republic based, and back then they 
didn’t even have the election technol- 
ogy that they have today, not that the 
technology did any good in 2000. We 
have our fascists, socialists, capital- 


“ists, lobbyists, and everyone else. We 


always base it down to Republicans 
and Democrats, but there are inde- 
pendents and libertarians, and many 
different spectrum of the political 
scale, like centrists for example, 
stuck in between. 

In this country they want you to 
declare whether your pro-choice or 
pro-life, for or against the death 
penalty, and if you are for one and not 
the other suddenly you are an evil 
person. How people vote are by the 
views stuck to a party, those being the 
for’s and against, and yet it also mat- 
ters if the runner is black, white, 
Hispanic, man, woman, whether they 
are for or against gays, and who their 
running mate is. 

While reading this think, did I 
vote? Who did I vote for if 1 did? And 
don’t forget, did I vote because I’d 
rather have a black man for president 
or a white woman as vice president. 
If you voted, you did make a differ- 
ence, but you must ask yourself did 
you do it for selfish reasons or 
because you wanted to improve this 
democratic society that is ran with 
the essential basics of a republic. 
Anyone who tries to make a differ- 
ence disappears, and the country 
grieves, and then we do it all over 
again. 

Hopefully this new beginning 
will bring new hope and a new coun- 
try to be revived to a golden standard 
that we used be considered at. 
America has made its choice, and 
only the future will know what it 
holds. Good luck. 
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Thanksgiving Recess 


Group from the 60s 
revives its presence at 
NECC 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


The college is closed for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. On 
the Friday after Thanksgiving, 
Nov. 28, the only building that 
will be open on the Haverhill 
Campus -will be B Building, 
and the only floor that will be 
heated in B Building will be the 
second floor. All other build- 
ings on the Haverhill Campus 
will be closed on this Friday. 
This includes all computer labs 
and libraries. 

In addition, the Lawrence 
Campus, both Franklin and 
Amesbury Street, will be 
closed on the Friday after 
Thanksgiving. 


The approval of a new club on 
campus, Students for a Democratic 
Society, sparked a debate among 
the Student Senate at a recent meet- 
ing on whether or not the group 
would become involved in poten- 
tially violent protests. 


Students for a Democratic 


Society, or SDS, is a nonpartisan 
Winterball : 
A semiformal dance will be 
held on Monday Dec. 8 from 6- 
11 p.m. in TC103. This dance is 
open to all students and is spon- 
sored by the GSA. Tickets are 
$5 if purchased ahead of time 
‘or $7 at the door. For more 
information please contact 
Jacob Friend at 978-729-2435. 


nationwide student activist organi- 
zation that promotes participatory 
democracy and active participation. 
Students are resurrecting the 
group on campus after it was once 
active at NECC back in the 1960’s 
before the organization disbanded. 


The current Students for a 


Democratic Society is inspired by 


Retired FBI agent to 
speak at NECC 


Tanya DeGenova, retired 
FBI special agent, will give a 
presentation titled “My First 48 
Hour Day in the FBI” on 
Wednesday Dec. 3 at 12 p.m in 
the White Fund Room at the 
Lawrence Amesbury Street 
campus. 

This speaker is part of the 
White Fund Enlightenment 
Series presented by Northern 
Essex Community College. For 
more information, please call 
978-738-7403. 


Snow storm/ 
Emergency closings 


Snow Storm and 
Emergency Situations Policy 
and Procedures for Northern 
Essex Community College 
employees can now be found at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/fac- 
ultystaff under 
“Safety/Emergency” heading. 
Employees can refer to this 
Web page to determine if the 
college is closed, classes can- 
celed or if there is delayed 
opening during a snowstorm, as 
well as to determine whether or 
not they need to report for 
work. 

School closings are posted 
on the NECC website and stu- 
dents can also call the college 
announcements number at 978- 
556-3002 to find out if classes 
are canceled. 


Tertulias book club 


Tertulias Book Club is a 
networking and educational 
opportunity for Latino students. 
Meetings are held every Friday 
at 12 p.m. in room L144 on the 
Lawrence campus. For more 
information, please call Gisela 
Nash at 978-738-7413. 


the original SDS organization of 
the 1960’s, which was the largest 
radical student movement in US. 


NECC professor 
founds program in 
Lawrence 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
Contributing Reporter 


After-school activities just got a 
whole lot more “technological” for 
the young Latina girls of the 
Lawrence Boys and Girls Club with 
the recent establishment of the “Viva 
Computing” program. Founded in 
Sept. 2008, by Ethel Schuster of the 
NECC Computer department, this 
program gives girls from ages nine to 
14 the opportunity to learn about the 
latest in computer technology and 
teaches them enough knowledge for 
these skills to be used down the line in 
their future career paths. 

“The goal of “Viva Computing” 
is to engage young Latin girls in tech- 
nological and computational inquiry, 


specific uses of computers, their tools 


and applications.” Schuster said. 
With financial backing being pro- 
vided by the Massachusetts “STEM” 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) Pipeline Fund, the girls are 
able to take part in these learning ses- 


Does your campus organi- 
zation or office have something 
to announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


sions free of charge. The allotted time 
for each class is divided up in the for- 
mat of teacher/training time where the 
girls lear various computer skills 


along with the help of instructors 


history. 

Back in the late 1960’s a violent 
faction broke off from the main 
SDS organization and later the 
whole organization dissolved. 

The new generation of SDS was 
reformed in 2006 and now has over 
120 chapters at colleges and high 
schools across the country. The 
SDS group at NECC is an officially 
registered chapter of the nationwide 
organization. 

On campus, the group had its 
beginnings when two of the group’s 
members, Angelica Rotsart and 
Lilly Daigle, attended an anti-war 
protest last spring where they saw 
firsthand what the SDS organiza- 
tion does and made contacts with 
other college SDS groups. 

With the help of Professor 
Steve Slaner, the club’s faculty 
adviser, the group organized to 
become a club at NECC. To become 
an officially recognized club on 
campus, and be eligible for student 
the Student 
Senate has to approve the club’s 


activities funding, 


constitution. 


Schuster and Liliana Brand, of the 
Math department. The remainder of 
the class allows the girls to put their 
knowledge to use through several 
group activities. Some of the latest 
projects the girls have taken part in 
include the use of GPS systems, MP3 
players, XO laptop computers and 
programmable microprocessors. 
Since the start of the program, the 
girls have already been familiarized 
with pixels and images and have been 
able to use these tools to create their 
own video game characters from 
scratch using the Nintendo Wii. They 
have also been introduced to pro- 
gramming a gadget called a “Pico 
cricket” which is a tiny computer with 
several abilities including: making 
things light up, spin, or play songs. 
Each “cricket” is unique and will play 
whatever the girls choose to program 
into them. 

The purposes of these lessons are 
not only to educate but to be fun as 
well. Besides being in a classroom 
setting, the girls are able to take part 
in competitions with each other. 

“We make a big effort to make 
the programs fun,” Schuster said. 

Showcases are also held for the 
parents of the girls, giving them the 
opportunity to display their latest cre- 
ations. Dancing with the use of inter- 
active video screens is one of the 
many instances in which the girls can 


The debate at the senate meet- 
ing on Oct. 15 consisted mainly of 
the worry that the SDS group will 
take part in violent protests. 

“I don’t think they should be 
representing the school at these ral- 
lies,” Senator Bill Haslett said. 

“T think they should represent 
the school. If they’re a student club 
they should represent the students,” 
Senator Denya Blanco said. 

The co-founders of the club on 
campus, Jordan Renzi and Lilly 
Daigle, assured the senate that they 
are a nonviolent group and protests 
and rallies are only a small part of 
what they do. 

Senator Christina Crapo noted 
that the senate could revoke the 
club status and funding of SDS at 
any time in the future if anything 
radical or violent were to ever hap- 
pen. 

Despite two dissenting votes 
against the approval of the club, 
SDS was instated as a recognized 
club on campus by the senate. 

“In the past SDS was a radical 


have fun while learning simultane- 
ously. 

Inquiring minds may be wonder- 
ing why the program is a “girls only” 
event. A similar program has already 
been established at the Boys and Girls 
Club for boys, giving them an equal 
share of learning about technology 
and all its uses. Originally intended 
for both genders, the program became 
filled with all boys due to the offered 
programs being geared more towards 
their interests, 

Mike Pelletier, of the Technology 
and Engineering department and proj- 
ect director explained, “The staff told 
us that there was already a program at 
*“LBGC’ in robotics open to both boys 
and girls, but that no girls would 
attend because they were intimidated 
by the type of robots the boys wanted 
to build.” 

In the long run, the instructors 
and staff members of this program are 
looking out for the girls’ futures and 
want them to feel better prepared in 
whatever career they choose. The 
skills being learned are flexible 
enough that they can be used in any 
field of work. Technology is showing 
that it does not have to necessarily be 
constricted to the science, math and 
engineering fields-but other careers 
that people do not often associate it 
with. Some form of computerized 
technology has now become a neces- 


Student movement forms on campus 


group, but we’re completely nonvi- 
olent,” Renzi said, although she 
adds, “We are a radical group to a 
certain extent because we are 
directly going after things the 
[NECC] administration has tried to 
put into motion.” 

Taking action against the col- 
lege’s smoking ban is the first thing 
on the agenda for the SDS, as well 
as educating students about on 
campus recruiting for the military. 

According to Renzi the SDS 
group at NECC encourages stu- 
dents to voice their opinions on 
injustices in society and empowers 
students to take action. 

“It’s about sticking up for what 
you stand for, believe in and doing 
something about it,” Renzi said. 

Since the group’s first meeting 
attendance has tripled as more stu- 
dents are getting involved in the 
club, according to Renzi. 

“It has grown so much, it’s 
exploded,” Renzi said. 

Meetings are held on Fridays at 
12 p.m. in C110. 


Girls learn tools of technology 


sary tool in fields such as nursing and 
deaf studies. With a continuously 
modernized society dependent on 
technology, the instructors of “Viva 
Computing” want these young girls to 
be trained well enough to know the 
basics. 

“Technology is a constantly 
changing field and we feel that expgs- 
ing them to the latest state-of-the-art 
technologies, they will be able to 
extrapolate and apply their learning 
experiences to future technologies.” 
Schuster said. 

In its first year of existence, “Viva 
Computing” is now meeting through- 
out the school year with eight differ- 
ent programs available. It is open to a 
minimum of 15 girls but has accepted 
up to a maximum of 21. Besides the 
two lead instructors, a few bilingual 
NECC students as well as a supervi- 
sor make up the remainder of the staff 
ensuring the safety of the children. 

The all girls program has already 
proven to be a success. Ms. Schuster 
said “If you could see the faces of 
these girls and their interest and ques- 
tions during the sessions, you would 
perceive their joy!” 

To get a complete schedule of 
programs as well as their meeting 
times, stop by the Boys and Girls 
Club in Lawrence or contact Ethel 
Schuster at: 

eschuster@necc.mass.edu. 


National News 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Gas prices prompt Kansas 
college to amend schedule 


SALINA, Kan.- A college in Kansas is 


to high line prices 
faking hss thaee aw 
i inal ag if 


Brown-Mackie College adopted the 
new oy em cp ohptot for all students 
in the nursing program. 
college added an extra hour to 
classes on Saco Tuesday and 
Thursdays, while doing away with 
We classes. 


ling, group 

eee net services. 
rown-Mackie president Judy 
students 


on gasoline. 


Same-sex marriages begin 
in Connecticut as activists 
protest California vote 


WEST HARTFORD, Conn.- Same-sex 


Pi ean ed vows last week for 
the first time in cut amid cheers 
and tears of joy, while gay activists 


lanned protests across the country over 
Benes tt took away ther riett 0 
pee 

roses a e 

license, Ji Mock and Elizabeth 


Kerrigan, who led the lawsuit that that 
overtumed Connecticut’s law, emerged 
from West Hartford’s town hall to the 
cheers of about 150 people. ; 
“We feel very fortunate to live in the 
state of Connecticut, where marriage 
equality is valued, and hopefully other 
Se tts a gan 


The Connecticut Supreme Court 
tuled 4-3 on Oct. 10 that same-sex cou- 
ples have the right to wed rather than 

a 2005 civil union law designed 
to give them the same rights as married 
poucles: A lower-court judge entered a 

order permitting same-sex mar- 
riage last Wednesday moming. 
Massachusetts is the only other state that 


allows gay eS. 

rare the Wetics courts in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts, the 
Califomia Supreme Court ruled this 


ing that same-sex iage is legal. 
ter about 18,000 thousand such 
unions were in Califo 


Be The. California vote. has sparked 


hibition. Gay marriage advocates 


weekend 
outside the U.S. Capitol. 


Obama’s White 
Internet network 


NEW YORK - Transition officials call 
it Obama 2.0, an ambitious effort to 
transform the president-elect’s vast 
Web operation and database of sup- 
porters into a modern new tool to 
accomplish his goals in the White 
House. If it works, the new president 
could have an unprecedented ability to 
appeal for help from millions of 
Americans who already favor his 
ideas, b ing the news media to 


pressure Congress. 
“He’s built the largest network 
anyone has ever seen in_ politics,” 
Democratic strategist Joe oes 
claims. The results, he says, be 
amazing to watch.” , 
During his 21-month campaign, 
Obama built a list of 3.1 million con- 
tributors and over 10 million support- 
ers who helped power his victories 
over Democratic rival Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Republican John 
McCain. In addition to helping raise a 
staggering $660 million, the cam- 
paign’s ; = effort pent his aes 
sage and themes, nded to politi- 
ri attacks and aed volunteer 
social networks that served as the 
basis for his field operation. _ 
Obama clearly is poised to 
become the first truly “wired” presi- 
dent of the digital age. 


House 
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Chat online with an adviser 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


Speaking with an academic 
adviser is as easy as instant messag- 
ing friends now that an NECC advis- 
er is available live online 15 hours a 
week. 

Students, potential students and 
anyone from the community can chat 
live with an academic adviser regard- 
ing registration, graduation and pro- 
gram requirements, majors, apply- 
ing, transferring and career goals. 

According to Jayne Ducharme, 
an academic adviser at the Career 
Planning and Advising Center, it’s a 
good opportunity for those like night 
students and distance learners who 
are unable to come to campus to 
meet with an adviser. 

“Any questions you would ask an 


adviser you can ask online, that’s 
really the goal,” Ducharme said. 

Advisers have received questions 
from people as far away as Egypt 
inquiring about NECC. 

“There are many opportunities to 
be able to get the help you need, we 
want students to take advantage of 
it,” Ducharme said. 

The service is available year 
round but according to Ducharme it 
is the busiest during registration peri- 
od, Preregistration for the spring 
semester is currently underway and 
ends on Dec. 12. 

Online advisers can register stu- 
dents for classes but advisers try to 
teach students how to register them- 
selves using NECC’s Self Service 
Online. 

“We ask students to login 
through self service so then we have 


their information so we can be more 
helpful,” Ducharme said. 

A transcript is generated at the 
end of each chat session so students 
will have a record of the conversa- 
tion. 

Online advising can be accessed 
through the academic advising Web 
page at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/advising 
and then following the links in the 
box that says advising live. 


Online Advising Hours: 
Mon.- 9:30 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.; 
1 p.m.-2 p.m. 

Tues.-11:30 a.m.-1:30  p.m.; 
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Weds.-11:30.a.m.-1:30.p.m.; 
5:30.p.m. -6:30.p.m. 
Thurs.- 4 p.m.-7 p.m. 

Fri.- 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 


Conservative trends not true 


By JUSTIN POPE 
MCT Campus 


On issues such as abortion, gay 
marniage and religion, college students 
shift noticeably to the left from the time 
they arrive on campus through their 
junior year, new research shows. 

The reason, according to UCLA’s 
Higher Education Research Institute, 
isn’t indoctrination by left-leaning fac- 
ulty but rather the more powerful influ- 
ence of fellow students. And at most 
colleges, left-leaning peer groups are 
more common than conservative ones. 

After college, students, particularly 
women, move somewhat back to the 
right politically. 

The research is the latest of several 
efforts by academics to lend analytical 
rigor to an emotional debate. Overall, 
college faculty lean left politically, but 
there’s sharp disagreement on whether 
they impose their views on students. 
The UCLA researchers are among sev- 
eral social scientists who have tried to 
undermine the argument that students 
respond strongly to their teachers’ opin- 
ions. 

Overall, students were nearly as 
likely after three years of college to call 
themselves “conservative” or “far- 
right,” according to findings, and only 


With the help of Eagle Security 
this security log has been released to 
inform students and staff about the 


somewhat more likely to call them- 
selves “liberal” or “far left.” 

On specific policy questions, they 
moved to more liberal positions. 

Sixty percent of the college juniors 
said they support legalized abortion, up 
from 52 percent who said so as fresh- 
men. The percentage supporting “legal 
marital status” for gay couples rose 
from 54 to 66. The percentage support- 
ing increased defense spending fell 
from 34 to 25. 

“People are moving out of the cen- 
ter to the left during college,” said one 
of the researchers, Alexander Astin. 

Studies dating back decades have 
noted the trend of college students 
moving to the left during their college 
careers. But finding a representative 
snapshot of overall college opinion is 
difficult, because colleges have such 
varying student bodies. 

The new figures from UCLA, 
which has been tracking attitudes of 
freshmen for more than 40 years, give a 
fresher and, the authors contend, more 
valid portrait. Based on a sample of 
nearly 15,000 students who entered 
136 colleges in 2004, the results are 
carefully weighted to represent the full 
college population. Unlike some other 
such surveys, UCLA was able to pose 
its questions to the same students when 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


A series of car break-ins around the 
NECC Lawrence campus in late 
October has prompted police to issue a 
waming to students. 

The Lawrence Police Department 
is urging all vehicle owners to not leave 
any valuables in their vehicles. Notices 
have been posted up around the 
Lawrence campus to alert students. 

“It’s very important not to give the 
criminal the opportunity to make you a 


incidents requiring the assistance of | Victim by leaving expensive items in 


Eagle Security on campus in 
Haverhill and Lawrence. The log cov- 
ers events from both Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses from Oct. 18 to 
Nov. 14. 


Oct. 21- A car was scratched in Lot 
4. 


Nov. 6- Credit cards were reported 
stolen from the coaches’ office in the 
Sport and Fitness Center. 


the car. The best thing to do is take it 
with you, don’t leave it,” Lawrence 
police officer Det. Tom Cuddy said. 

This is in response to several break- 
ins that occurred on Franklin and 
Lowell Streets surrounding the campus 
one night in late October. 

“We're putting extra patrols in the 
areas we’ve identified as areas of inter- 
est, where there’s a large amount of cars 
parked for a long period of time. This 
area would fall into that category” 
Cuddy said. 

“Tf they [the criminals] know some- 
one is going to be in class for an hour, 
they know it’s an opportunity,” Cuddy 


they started college and after junior 
year. 

The responses came over a time of 
deepening unpopularity for the Bush 
administration and Republicans gener- 
ally. But Astin said the data show a 
clear effect from being in college, not 
just a national trend. In particular, in a 
separate, not-yet published paper using 
similar data, he and colleague Nida 
Denson claim to isolate the changes to 
students’ exposure to left-leaning peer 
groups. 

Right-leaning students tend to con- 
centrate at a smaller number of col- 
leges. So at most colleges, there are 
more left-leaning peer groups, and stu- 
dents on balance move leftward. 

“If you find yourself in a peer 
group where on balance the attitudes 
lean left, you’ll tend to move in that 
direction,” Astin said. 

The UCLA research follows recent 
work by Gordon Hewitt of Hamilton 
College and Mack Mariani of Xavier 
University, and three authors of a new 
book called “Closed Minds? Politics 
and Ideology in American 
Universities.” Both groups claim to 
represent a range of personal political 
views, but both generally conclude 
claims of classroom bias and indoctri- 
nation are overstated. 


According to Sgt. Harry Metthe, a 
security guard on the Lawrence cam- 
pus, the break-ins occurred when the 
main Franklin Street parking lot was 
full and some students parked on the 
street. 

The Franklin Street lot is a fenced- 
in lot that is monitored by security, 
whereas the street is not school proper- 


According to Metthe, security 
guards want students to know that if the 
main lot is full they have other options 
to park rather than on the street. 

Students can use the Common 
Street parking lot across the street from 
campus. That parking lot is city owned 
but NECC students, faculty and staff 
can park there for free with a ticket val- 
idated by campus security. 

Students, faculty and staff can 
also park at the Buckley garage on 
Common Street. The garage is open 
day and night and parking is free with 
an NECC parking sticker. 

Notices posted around campus 
since the start of the semester state 
that for your car’s safety please use 
the Buckley garage when the main 
lot is full. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


American University takes 
root in northern Iraq 


SULAIMANTYAH, Iraq- Tucked 
away in the heart of Kurdistan in 
northern Iraq, a U.S. style univer- 
sity with bold plans to attract the 
country’s top talent has quickly 
found a following among young 
Iraqis. 

The American University in 
Iraq, which threw open its doors to 
students last January, has seen its 
enrollment soar almost sixfold in 
its second academic year. 

“If they (Iraqis) can get back 
on track, they can again be one of 
the shining lights of the Middle 
East and higher education is going 
to be key to this,” Joshua Mitchell, 
the school’s chancellor, said. 

The school’s concentration on 
American-style liberal arts educa- 
tion and future job skills already 
has lured talented young Iraqis 
tired of the country’s state-funded 
universities with their rote learn- 
ing. 

“The students at state universi- 
ty have to memorize the curricu- 
lum but here it is different. We 
study some subjects outside the 
curriculum. These are really inter- 
esting studies that push you to 
work hard,” said Deaa Delawar, a 
19-year-old studying business. 

All the classes are taught in 
English by Western professors and 
students can earn a four-year bach- 
elor’s degrees in business, com- 
puter science or international stud- 
ies. A degree in petroleum engi- 
neering is planned. 

The curriculum reflects the 
school’s goal of providing young 
Iraqis with skills that aim to help 
the country rebuild from the 
destruction of the 2003 U.S.-led 
war and the ensuing sectarian vio- 
lence. 


German doctors say mar- 
row transplant may have 
cured patient’s AIDS 


BERLIN- A man who suffered 
from AIDS appears to have been” 
cured of the disease 20 months 
after receiving a targeted bone 
marrow transplant normally used 
to fight leukemia, his doctors said 
last week. 

While researchers, and the 
doctors themselves, caution that 
the case might be no more than a 
fluke, others say it may inspire a 
greater interest in gene therapy to 
fight the disease that claims 2 mil- 
lion lives each year. The virus has 
infected 33 million people world- 
wide. 

Dr. Gero Huetter said his 42- 
year-old patient, an American liv- 
ing in Berlin who was not identi- 
fied, had been infected with the 
AIDS virus for more than a 
decade. But 20 months after 
undergoing a transplant of geneti- 
cally selected bone marrow, he no 
longer shows signs of carrying the 
virus. 

Researchers at  Berlin’s 
Charite hospital and medical 
school say tests on his bone mar- 
row, blood and other organ tissues 
have all been clean. 
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Learning comm a Gnhee See for spring 


Courses offer students 
the best of both 


worlds 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The time for registering for 
spring ‘09 classes has already begun 
and many of you are probably stress- 
ing out over what you should take, 
where you can fit your classes into 
your already busy schedule, and 
whether the classes you want to take 
fulfill your majors requirements. 
There are a few ways you can solve 
your scheduling problems, and one of 
those ways is to join a leaming com- 
munity. 

A legrning community is a group 
of students enrolled in two linked 
courses taught by two different 
instructors working together. The 
classes offered in learning communi- 
ties’ focus around a specific theme 
depending on the community you 
join and often have common readings 
and activities. Either the classes will 


be team-taught or just a regular class, 
but the two teachers are always in 
communication and a lot of the 
teachers have been teaching the same 
learning communities for quite a few 
years now. Another plus of being in 
a learning community is that you are 
in the same group of students in 
either the same class or in two class- 
es, but they are one after the other. 
Professor Thomas Greene is in 
charge of the learning communities 
and was able to say, “Our research 
shows that students that participate in 
learning communities are more likely 
to stay in college and graduate.” 
Professor Greene used to teach learn- 
ing communities and wishes he was 
teaching them now because they are 
more of a close knit group and it is 
easier to get to know each other and 
easier for students to be motivated. 
Currently there are nine different 
learning communities that you can 
register for for the spring semester. 
Three of these learning communities 
alone offer English Composition I, 
which is a core requisite for all 
and has_ English 


majors, one 


Composition II. These classes cover 
things like Heroes and Villains, 
which is more for a Criminal Justice 
Major just like Crime and Passion; 
Read it; Write It is a helpful commu- 
nity that helps. with the initial begin- 
ning of English Composition One 
and College Reading classes; Smoke 
and Mirrors: Politics and Philosophy 
in the 21st Century which can fit 
many majors; and The Human 
Experience: From Body to Mind, 
which is more aimed toward allied 
health. If any of these sound interest- 
ing, or that it may cover part of your 
major, like Psychology, English, 
Criminology, or Science check out all 
the classes offered and their descrip- 
tions at www.necc.mass.edu/learn- 
ingcommunities. Currently they are 
looking toward possibly making the 
classes available with the ad-hoc 
classes for non-traditional students, 
but it wouldn’t be a possibility until 
fall. 

“Another piece of the research 
shows that students who take classes 
that are interdisciplinary, where you 


discuss one class in the other class, 


the students learn better and retain 
better. So having those kinds of class- 
es that work together join in learning 
communities is a key part of making 
the whole thing work better.” 

Professor Greene 
explained in more detail while asking 
about how the teaching process 
works and how it benefits the stu- 
dents better than if they were to just 
take English Composition II and then 
later on take Introduction to 
Criminology, when they can take 
them together as a learning commu- 
nity called “Heroes and Villains,” 
which is the newest learning commu- 
nity to be formed. 

If students are interested in tak- 
ing a learning community class the 
best time to start taking the classes is 
in the first year of college, because if 
you have already taken one of the 
classes in the communities you can’t 
take that community, and it’s also 
been proven that students that take a 
learning community in their first year 
actually benefit more in learning and 
retention potential and are more like- 


ly to stay in it. 


One of the oldest learning com- 
munities is Comparing Civilizations 
which is two parts and takes place in 
fall and spring, having the fall learn- 
ing community being World 
Literature I and World Civilizations 
I; while the spring learning commu- 
nity is World Literature Il and World 
Civilizations II. They are hoping to 
get more learning communities, and 
the teachers that have taught learning 
communities tend to like them and 
don’t want to go back to regular 
classes. Often for every learning 
community it is the same two teach- 
ers for a series of years, allowing the 
course to become more sophisticated. 

Learning communities are 
encouraged to everyone to take and 
would really be a great experience to 
be part of. Spread the word and help 
make the communities known, tell 
your friends, sign up for them your- 
selves and enjoy, because it’s one less 
thing you will have to worry about 
when you are going to schedule your 


classes. 


Amnesty International inspires student group 


Four NECC students participated 
Amnesty 
Northeast Regional Conference at 
Boston University on Saturday Nov. 


in the International 


15. The students, Lillyanne Daigle, 
Reanne Malesky, Angelica Rotsart 
and Jordan Thompson-Renzi, were 
led by Professor Andrew Morse who 
is the faculty adviser of the Amnesty 
International club at NECC. 

The conference opened with a 
plenary session. Keynote speaker 


Juan Mendez, president of the 
International Center for Transitional 
Justice, urged Amnesty members to 
hold governments to a high standard 
in protecting human rights. In the 
afternoon of the session, Grace 
Akallo of Uganda movingly 
described the plight of child soldiers 
in Africa. 

After the plenary session, partici- 
pants attended workshops on a wide 


variety of subjects. Some workshops 


were designed to help Amnesty 


members to organize locally and gain 
media attention. 

“I’m glad we came,” said 
Angelica Rotsart, 


NECC’s Amnesty chapter. “We felt 


president of 


that we were really welcomed here,” 
Rotsart said. 

“T like the fact that students were 
running the workshops,” said 
Lillyanne Daigle. “The conference is 


designed to reach out to grass roots 


organizers in the colleges,” Daigle 
said. 

Jordan Thompson-Renzi found 
the conference to be an uplifting 
experience. “It was really inspiring 
to be in a roomful of activists. We 
were drawn together by our passion 
for human rights,” Renzi said. 

Reanne Malesky spoke for all of 
the students when she described her 
own feelings; “It’s nice to see so 


many people with a common interest, 


especially when that interest has to 
do with helping other people.” 
Amnesty International is dedicat- 
ed to the task of upholding human 
rights around the world. Amnesty 
International is also an active group 
on the NECC campus. For more 
information on the Amnesty 
International club on campus please 
contact Professor Morse at 978-556- 


3316 or at amorse@necc.mass.edu. 


America chooses change for its future 


By CESAR SEGURA 
Contributing Reporter 


On Nov. 4 the United States 
made history when it chose an 
African-American president for the 
first time, but made even more histo- 
ty when it chose Barack Obama’s 
“Change,” over John McCain’s 
“experience.” The election was 
intense, as the future of a collapsing 
United States depended on its out- 
come. By the end of the election it 
was very clear that this time America 
chose to “change, as Barack Obama 
defeated McCain by 349 to 162 elec- 
toral votes. For the first time in eight 
years, America prepares to have a 
Democratic president in the White 


House. 

“This election will go down in 
the history books, as the most impor- 
tant election in American history. The 
result of this election will mean one 
of two things: the recovery or the 
downfall of the United States,” said 
fellow student Raciel Fernandez. 

Even though Fernandez is not yet 
old enough to vote, he acknowledges 
the great importance of this election. 

Despite the fact that many ana- 
lysts believed this election would be 
similar to the 2004 election, it was 
clearly not. Barack Obama’s win was 
simply historic, as he had more than 
double of McCain’s electoral votes. 
Obama won 30 states, compared to 
McCain who had only 20. 

NECC student Marcus Swift said 


that he was excited when he heard 
Barack Obama had won. 

“It’s incredible to believe that 
fifty years ago, African-Americans 
could not vote, and today they have 
an African-American president. Now 
that’s change,” Swift said. 

Minutes after Barack Obama was 
projected to win the election, McCain 
offered his gracious concession 
speech, as he congratulated senator 
Obama for his victorious campaign. 

“Senator Obama has achieved a 
great thing for himself, and for his 
country,” McCain said. 

Although John McCain wasn’t 
the only one congratulating Barack 
Obama, as fellow students and 
democrats Keysi Batista and Carlotta 
Vasquez believe his win is a step for- 


ward for America. 

“This year’s election has to be 
the most important election for 
young voters. People like me went 
out and supported Barack Obama, as 
we believe he will lift this country 
out of the recession,” Batista said. 

“It’s a step forward, and it’s his- 
tory in the making,” Vasquez said. 

While many people believe that 
America’s new president elect 
Barack Obama will bring great 
change to the country, others believe 
his change will not be enough to help 
America recover from its current 
recession. Such is the belief of stu- 
dents July Fernandez and Molly 
Rizk. 

“Obama is just another man, he 
isn’t going to change the world. Only 


God has the power to the change the 
world, so that means America is still 
going to go downhill whether we like 
it or not,” Fernandez said. 

“Everybody has been making a 
big deal out of it. Obama is not going 
to change anything, he’s too inexperi- 
enced,” Rizk said. 

Despite people’s positive or neg- 
ative opinions on Barack Obama’s 
future stay in the White House, it is 
rather early to tell whether he will 
bring success or failure to this coun- 
try. The only certain aspect of this 
election is that this time America 
chose to change, as we not only have 
a Democratic president elect, but an 
African-American president elect, 
who says he will bring “change” to 
America. 
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Youth Council mem 


Continued from Page 1 


“T guess I was destined for this, 
of over 300 applicants only 28 
were selected. All of them could be 
potential leaders,” he said finally; 
“T gave it my all, put my heart into 
it, and told them that from where I 
come from, | felt I had knowledge I 
could lend to the community, and 
that I wanted to give something 
back.” 


“When I was born I was Satan’s - 


child, a violent little maniac. I was 
hyper and got kicked out of schools 
for fighting and swearing,” he inti- 
mated; “I grew up in a violent 
neighborhood, the projects of north 
Cambridge. All of my life as a kid 
I saw violence, drug dealing, peo- 
ple dying. I saw it from my home, 
my sisters would see it, my family 
would see it, and you could smell 
marijuana leaking in through the 
windows, it wasn’t right. As for me 
I wouldn’t listen to anyone, except 
for my Mom, and she was the one 
who straightened me out. She put 
pressure on me, and forced me to 
be a better person. If it wasn’t for 
my Mom I wouldn’t be here right 
now.” 

For a moment I could have 
sworn I heard his voice crack when 
he spoke of the debt he owed his 


mother. I asked him when things 
started to change in his life. 

“I saw my friend get robbed: I 
watched him cry. That’s when it all 
clicked for me,” he recalled; “I was 
surrounded by negativity and vio- 
lence. My mom moved me out of 
the city to Haverhill and there I had 
so many good people surrounding 
me, like Carroll at the Violence 
Intervention Project in Haverhill 
High School. I walked into the 
room accidently and she talked to 
me, she reached out and asked me 
if I was ready to make a positive 
change. That’s when it started to 
come together.” 

I could see the pride in him, 
pride he had earned. 

“My whole life is transforming, 
I’ve stepped into a new world. I 
could never have seen myself here. 
I would have been in some gang 
preaching nothing but hatred. Like 
I said it, I’ve been blessed by hay- 
ing good people around me and I 
owe a lot to them,” he said. 

“My goal is to set an example 
for the people from the community 
I came from, to show them that not 
everyone needs to be what they see 
in television or the media. I want to 
show them that no matter where 
you grow up good things will hap- 
pen if you work at it and surround 


yourself with good people,” he 
added. 

Often in news you hear these 
kinds of stories but you meet the 
people and all the hype seems fake; 
Stanley is not fake, he is the gen- 
uine article. 

“T want people to come to me, I 
want to give back to the communi- 
ty. That’s why the Governors 
Council means so much to me, 
because it lets me be a voice and an 
advocate for the community,” he 
said about his role in the Youth 
Council. 

Sadly I can only present a frac- 
tion of what was an amazing inter- 
view here, and in the end several 
Observer staff members sat around 
and marveled at the honesty and 
commitment in Stanley’s words. 
I'll let Stanley close out the article 
in his own words, but before I do, 
all that has to be said is this: 
Stanley’s mother raised a good son, 
and the young people of 
Massachusetts will get to benefit 
from her work. 

I asked Stanley what his mes- 
sage to people would be and he 
said, “Never be afraid to step up 
and be your best, you don’t have to 
become a part of the culture of 
hatred. Be positive and bring posi- 
tive change into the world.” 


Daniel Potocki photo 


Stanley Narcisse, Youth Council representative for 
Essex County 


Musical Murders 


By MErISsA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


“The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940” 
went off without a hitch. Right from the 
moment the play began the physical comedy 
was obvious, with one dead maid named 
Helsa, played by Sarah Argenbright, and a vil- 
lain that just can’t get her body to stay in one 
place for very long with out it falling over, 
eventually shoving her in the closet. From that 
moment on the laughs just kept coming. The 
next day arrives and Elsa von 
Grossenknueten, played by Grace Tiffany, is 
holding an event that involves getting togeth- 
er a cast and group of production players that 
were together a year previous when three cho- 
tus girls, dressed as ballerinas, died. As the 
guests begin to arrive all things go downhill 
from there. The power goes out at times, the 
phone lines are down, there’s a blizzard going 
on, and they don’t know that Elsa von 
Grossenknueten is planning on trying to solve 
the murders with Michael Kelley, played by 
Mark Zick, who is a detective. | 

Ryan Jennings, a second year NECC stu- 
dent, was hysterical as Eddie McCuen, who is 
a struggling comedian that tells all the bad 
jokes and still manages to get the girl after 
three people are murdered. Jennings character 
has a lot of physical along with verbal come- 
dy and is the first one to realize that people are 
probably going to die and tries to leave but is 
unable to because of a major blizzard that has 
all the cars trapped at the end of the driveway 
and the phones out. ; 

Orlik Guzman, who played Bernice Roth, 
was hysterical from the beginning, playing a 
drunk choreographer who was constantly 
fainting or falling over, and was one of the 
more stubborn, “I’m just going to lay here in 
the middle of the floor and drink my wine 
while people are getting killed” character who 
often caused comic relief after characters were 
killed off. 

Daniel Potter, who has been in many pre- 
vious Top Notch productions, played Patrick 
O’Reilly, an Irishman who is actually an 
investigator and goes missing until after the 
intermission when they realize he is still miss- 


ing and when he does reappear there is a hys- 
terical fight between O’Reilly and Helsa, 
where at one point O’Reilly’s pants fall off 
and they and up on the desk, Eddie McCuen 
comes in and acts all awkward thinking 
they’re having sex and leaves. 

Casey Beth Hatch, who plays Nikki, 
Eddie McCuen’s love interest, is a sweet 
dancer who has only good intentions and flirts 
endlessly with Eddie McCuen and is search- 
ing for a part in a play as well as trying to be 
as helpful as possible throughout all of the 
confusion and chaos that is going on within 
the house with secret passages popping up left 
and right. 

Josh Everett, who has been involved in 
theater for the last seven years, plays Roger, 
the Musical Director who has a funny sense of 
humor and is the one who is always catching 
Bernice as she falls, and throwing his arms up 
in the air in exasperation, at one point saying 
he is not picking her up again. 

Abagail Hilton, who is a second year 
NECC student, played Marjorie Baverstock, 
who. is basically the patron and a rich 
overzealous woman who is the second victim 
of the play that is killed, the first being the true 
Helsa. 

Michael Johnson, who was in a Top Notch 
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
played Ken de la Maize, the director who was 
particularly funny and phony and over embel- 
lishing with compliments to Marjorie because 
she was the patron until she was killed. 

Together as a cast they all worked so well 
together and the way they were able to put the 
physical aspect of the comedy into their per- 
formance kept the audience intrigued and 
almost in constant laughter. The production 
staff did a wonderful job, and all went very 
smoothly between everyone. The Top Notch 
players are very professional, keeping up the 
fourth wall throughout the entire performance 
and even though they are only college stu- 
dents at the moment, each and every one of 
them has great future potential. The next per- 
formance by the Top Notch players is going to 
be “A Christmas Carol” Dec. 12 and 13 at 7 
p-m. and Dec. 13 and 14 at 3 p.m. Everyone 
should come and see just how well they can 
put on a show. 


_ NURSES ~ 


life works here 


Up here, the commute is 

F great, parking is free and 
the careers are some of 
the best in the country. If 
you need more out of your 

. career, if you need wide 

open spaces and the great 
outdoors, Dartmouth- 
Hitchcock Medical Center 
and northern New England 
can fill that void. 


www.dhmc.org 


RTMOUTH-HITCHCOCK MEDICAL CENTER 


Lebanon, New Hampshire 


ee as ea 


We have leading-edge Nursing career 
opportunities that offer all of the following: 


+ Nurse Residency Program that includes 
classroom, laboratory, human patient 
simulation and clinical time on one’s unit. 


* 12 weeks orientation 


+ State-of-the-art interdisciplinary 
Patient Safety Training Center 


* An assigned preceptor 


Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center is 
located in the picturesque Upper Valley 
area on the border of New Hampshire and 
Vermont. Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center features a modern, 400-bed Level 1 
Trauma Center; the Children’s Hospital at 
Dartmouth, research and clinical facilities 
for Dartmouth Medical School and the NCI 
designated Norris Cotton Cancer Center. 


Contact us to make that 
next step in your career. 


www.lifeworkshere.org 


We are an equal opportunity employer. 


NECC Observer 


Nov. 19,2008 Pa: 


Mother and son die in tragic fire 


Reporter recalls the 
lives of two killed in 


house fire 


By JOHN M. Rocca 
Contributing Reporter 


The following is a tribute to 
Linda, 51, and Sean, 20, 
Cahalane, who were tragically 
killed in a house fire in Lawrence 
Nov. 3. 

Kind, gentle, thoughtful, dili- 
gent, happy, considerate, enthusi- 
astic, awesome, intelligent, coura- 
geous, loyal, loving, caring, 
appreciative, -cheerful, helpful, 
respectful, compassionate, a son, 
brother, uncle, nephew, grandson, 
cousin, friend; Sean Cahalane. 
There are not enough words in our 
world to describe what an amaz- 
ing individual Sean Cahalane was. 
He never had a frown on his face 
unless it was because someone 
else was unhappy, which then 
turned into two smiles. No matter 
what situation Sean found himself 
in, positive or negative, he kept 
smiling. Every time I saw Sean 
his arms would be open and ready 
to give me a hug. I never hesitat- 
ed to hug him back. 

I met the Cahalanes through 
my sister Nina. Nina has been 
best friends with Sean's sister 
Megan most of her life. Ever 
since [I can remember, the 
Cahalanes have been there for my 
family through thick and thin, no 
matter what the problem. Linda, 
Sean's mother, was always happy 
to see anyone, like Sean. They put 
themselves first before anyone 
else, and that's what made them 
such great people. 

It was May of 2002, Megan 
just graduated high school and 


she was having a graduation party 
at her house, at the time on Leeds 
Terrace. It was close to summer 
and the warm spring breeze was 
just right for a swim in the 
Cahalanes above-ground pool. 
When we arrived at the party 
Sean's hands already looked like 
prunes and he wasn't even done 
swimming. First thing I did was 
change into my bathing suit. The 
second thing I did was jump in the 
pool performing a cannonball to 
splash Sean as much as I could. 
One thing about Sean that made 
him the fun person he was is he 
was always ready to joke around. 
He loved it. When I came to the 
surface, Sean was ready to 
pounce, pushing me under the 
water. The joke was on me. 

I received a disturbing call 
from my mother Monday morning 
between classes. My mother gave 
me the awful news that one of my 
close friends and their mother had 
passed away due to a baseboard 
heater in their home that short- 
circuited which caused a fire. The 
news my mother gave me that 
morning would change my life's 
perspective entirely. To have 
someone that close to me pass is a 
brand new pain. My heart dropped 
and I felt empty. I didn't know 
how to react, think or feel at that 
moment, let alone the pain Sean 
and Linda's family felt. 

I went through the day nor- 
mally, trying to keep my own, but 
couldn't help but cry when I got 
home. The moon probably came 
up but my head was still down. 
Sean. I kept saying his name out 
loud, hoping I would get some 
kind of response. There was no 
stopping the feelings I had for 
Sean and Linda. Sean “The Gentle 
Giant” some may say, but to me 
he was, in a way, a younger broth- 
er. Though he was only a year 


Teacher of the arts 


Former student of 
NECC returns to 


teach dance 


By MICHELLE D’ORAZIO 
Contributing Reporter 


As a former student of NECC, 
Michelle Deane felt she had such a 
great experience that she is now a 
motivated, energetic and organized 
dance teacher here at NECC. 

Deane started dancing at the age 
of 12, with her main focus on ballet. 

“J found out early on that dance 
was my true calling. It has been a way 
for me to express many of my feel- 
ings and ideas,” said Deane. 

She moved from Southern 
California to New England because 
she felt NECC was an excellent 
oppurtunity. Her inspiration is Elaine 
Mawhinney, a former dance teacher 
at NECC. 

Deane said, “She introduced me 
to a whole other world of dance.” 

After attending NECC and 
majoring in dance, she transferred to 


UMASS Amherst where she got her 
bachelors degree in dance. 

By this point, she had been very 
involved in the Boston dance com- 
munity where she performed in sev- 
eral shows and taught dance as well. 
She spent several years in Boston 
with different companies of dance 
working, dancing and teaching. 
When asked why she decided to teach 
dance at a college after all these won- 
derfull experiences in Boston, she 
said that she had such a great time at 
NECC that she wanted to share her 
talents with them. 

Deane said, “It's not my job, it's 
my passion. It's who I am.” She also 
said that she loves teaching college 
level students because they are open 
to learning new things and they just 
absorb the information. 

“I want my students in my class 
to leave with an overall sense that 
expressive movement is for every- 
one, and an increase joy for dance,” 
said Deane. 

Michelle Deane would like 
everyone to get involved and you can 
do this by attending a dance show on 
December 5 and 6 at 8 p.m. 


younger than me, he had special 
needs which gave me even more 
of a reason to love him. I loved 
him for who he was and always 
will be. 

What hurts the most is think- 
ing about the last time I saw him. 
I was in the Shawsheen Market 
Basket in Andover, where Sean 
worked. From the moment I 
walked in I could sense him fol- 
lowing behind, with a light gig- 
gle. He would always try to sneak 
up on me thinking | didn't know 
he was there. After pretending not 
to notice him I turned quickly and 
yelled his name. He broke down 
and laughed his heart out. He 
would always have something 
new to tell me. That day in Market 
Basket he came to show me his 
new glasses and how much they 
looked like mine. I can't explain 
how good it felt to know someone 
really appreciated me like that. 
He has always been there for me. 
My only wish is that I was there 
for him when he needed someone 
the most. I wish I could be there 
for him half the time he was there 
for anyone else. 

His mother, Linda, was one of 
the kindest, whole hearted moth- 
ers I have ever met. Not once did 
she look angry or sad. Now I 
know exactly where Sean got his 
good characteristics from. She 
adored me and I never knew why. 
I never did anything special, but 
that is just who Linda Cahalane 
was. She treated me as if I was 
part of her family and that felt 
awesome. If anyone has anything 
to say about Linda or Sean I guar- 
antee they would be nothing but 
beautiful touching words of love. 
Linda and Sean were beautiful 
people and had the biggest hearts 
anyone could ever ask for. 

Each day that goes by I will 
never be the same, without Sean 
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Sean Cahalane, 20, of Lawrence died in a house fire 


with his mother Nov. 3. 

or Linda, and each of those days I 
will be thinking about them. I 
have not stopped praying for their 
family since I heard the news. 
When talking to Sean's sister 
Meghan Leducke on Tuesday, 
who lives in North Carolina, she 
had just flown in and was recover- 
ing photo albums from her moth- 
er's home in Lawrence. 

Through this event I have 
learned to appreciate those around 
me and take advantage of the time 
I can spend with them. If you take 
anything for granted rethink your 
actions. Appreciate all you have, 
and even what you don't have, 
because in a split second it could 
be gone. 


Neither Sean nor Linda 
deserved to die but I know they 
are in a better place now, and God 
reserved a special place in each of 
our hearts for them. Both Sean 
and Linda will always be in my 
heart and thoughts everyday for 
the rest of my life, until I can see 
them again. My compassion goes 
out to anyone that has experi- 
enced any sort of tragedy in their 
life, and I respect those who can 
stay strong, especially family 
members. If there was one last 
thing I could do for either Sean or 
Linda I would tell them: I love 
them both with all my heart. I 
love you Sean. I love you Linda. 
Rest in Peace 11/3/08 


Food drive success 


Campus food drive 
collects for local 


shelter 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 


q T h e 

Community 
Outreach Group 
has joined forces 
with the Student 
Engagement 
Center for a 
campus wide 
canned food 
drive. Hunter 
Comack, presi- 
dent of the 
Community 
Outreach Group, expresses his grati- 
tude for all those involved in organiz- 
ing and donating to the drive. 

An overwhelming amount of 
contributions have been provided so 
far. At the recent canned food drive 
they raised over $530 in cash dona- 
tions. Wednesday, Nov. 19, they will 
be holding a bake sale in the main 
lobby. 

As the season progresses, it is 
becoming harder and harder for some 
to provide food for their family and 
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Hunter Comack, Meredith Gunning, Angelica Rotsart, 
Jordan Renzi, Reanne Maleski, Matt Nogueira and Andy 
Morse with some of the collected food. 


themselves. The canned food will be 
donated to Neighbors in Need, a local 
shelter. 

Canned food and any other non- 
perishable food items will be accept- 
ed until Nov. 21. There is a collection 
box in the main lobby or anything can 
be brought to the office of Meredith 
Gunning, C314S. 


If you are interested in becoming 
involved in this or any future activi- 
ties, you can contact Hunter Comack 
(hcomack@yahoo.com), Meredith 
G u n n i n 
(mgunning@necc.mass.edu) or the 
Student Engagement Center at 
engagement(@necc.mass.edu. 
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Frightened of ‘Dead Space?’ 


“Dead Space” may 
just be one of the 
scariest games 


By HANSEL Lopez 
Opinions Editor 
AND 


He NRY LOPEZ 
Jontributing Reporter 


if You're walking down a dimly lit 
corridor armed only with a mining 
and you keep hearing noises 
0f from the vents and disturbing 
es for help from the rooms around 
jou. You've witnessed the deaths of 
your friends and coworkers and once 
ou thought it was over you are sud- 
denly attacked by an unknown crea- 
fure that has a lot of the physical 
‘its of a former loved one and its 
sole intention is to tear you apart. 
Welcome to the world of “Dead 
” the scariest game ever made. 
sure to check out the count- 
down of the most frightening games 
to see who did “Dead Space” beat. 

Developed and published by EA 
Games, the story of “Dead Space” is 
mainly a combination of three popu- 
lar science fiction and horror films, 
these being “Alien,” “The Thing” 
and “Event Horizon.” 

The gameplay, however, takes 
cues from popular third person shoot- 
ers like “Gears of War” and 
“Resident Evil 4” where the camera 
is locked into an over the shoulder 
view. But unlike those games where 
your main character is armed to the 
teeth and has combat training, “Dead 
Space's” hero Isaac Clark is an engi- 
neer who is forced to defend himself 
primarily with power tools when the 
intergalactic mining vessel USG 
Ishimura is attacked. F 

The USG Ishimura and the space 
environments are well detailed and 
recall the decaying metropolis of 
Rapture from “Bioshock.” Much 
attention was given to the 


Necromorphs, the virus like alien 
(similar to the creatures in “The 
Thing”) that has attacked the USG 
Ishimura. Necromorphs are obvious- 
ly not a pretty sight and gore hounds 
will get a kick out of what the devel- 
opers call “strategic dismember- 
ment,” which means the only way to 
kill them is to shoot off their limbs. 
And of course this applies to you as 
well; Necromorphs won't hesitate to 
hack you up into little pieces. 

The only turn off about the game 
is that the experience ends way too 
soon. It's basically a horror movie 
you can interact with and then it ends 
almost abruptly. However, you'll for- 
get about this as soon as you watch 
the closing movie sequence. As 
much as I would like to spoil it for 
you I'm not because it definitely will 
surprise you. 

Since I've declared “Dead Space” 
the scariest video gaming experience 
I should name the other ones: 

Silent Hill 2: The slower pace 
and emphasis on atmosphere may not 
be for everyone but this game is def- 
initely the best and most disturbing 
entry in the series. It also introduced 
the world to the disturbing “Pyramid 
Head” the character most identified 
with the series. 

Resident Evil 4: Basically the 
opposite of Silent Hill, Resident Evil 
4 made survival horror games fun 
again by adding more action and get- 
ting rid of most of the traditional con- 
ventions that held Resident Evil 


games back. Essentially the “28 
Days Later” of gaming. 

Eternal Darkness: Sanity's 
Requiem: Further proof that 


Nintendo can produce games of any 
genre and be successful. Loosely 
based on the works of H.P. Lovecraft, 
the focus of the game is not losing 
your sanity as opposed to shooting 
everything. 

Condemned 2: “Se7en” on acid. 
Enough said. 

Alone in the Dark: The New 
Nightmare: A forgetten entry in the 
long running series, “The New 
Nightmare” was released after the 


Gears of War 2 


New Gears of War 
exhilarates violence 
and chainsaws 


By DANIEL PoTocki 
Editor in Chief 


The last hour of this game makes 
it worthwhile to play through the rest 
of, which is by no means a bad game, 
but pales in comparison to the last 
hour. In Gears 2 Delta Squad returns 
to the fight in heroic valor. 

Let me get the bad out of the way 
first. The game feels very heavy, from 
the character controls that feel like 
walking in mud to the reload times, 
the game has a solid and deliberate 
pace. This makes the game feel slow- 
er than most shooters and I always 
felt like my character was a step or 
two behind where I wanted them. 

This density makes its way to the 
story as well. 

_ Gears 2 centers on the character 
of “Dom” and the search for his wife 
whom he lost some time ago. The 
Story feels a bit forced, and produces 
some of the worst voice acting to 
Gace a mainstream game in some- 
time. At the climax of the story the 


performance gets so hokey that it 
takes away from what could really be 
a touching scene. 

The baneful Kryll are nowhere to 
be found, which is a positive, but we 
are instead given “Razor Hail” which 
serves the same purpose of keeping 
you in confined areas for a portion of 
the fight. Thankfully “Razor Hail” 
only appears once, and is then never 
mentioned again. 

But let's face it, you're not play- 
ing for the story or the “Razor Hail,” 
you're playing Gears of War 2 for the 
express purpose of cutting your 
enemy in half with a chainsaw 
mounted to the front of your assault 
rifle, and the game does not disap- 
point on this front. At one point I had 
to stop playing because the built up 
gore and blood on the screen was 
obscuring my vision and getting me 
killed. 

The game can be hard, repetitive, 
and simple. Also by no means is this 
a leap forward in gaming in anyway. 
Instead it's the people behind Unreal 
Tournament doing what they do best; 
they make your rampage fun. So find 
a friend and put on some boots cause 
the blood starts to pool real quick. 

Gears of War 2 gets a 4 out of a 
possible 5 stars. 
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One of the many dangers of playing video games is you always have the chance 


to get killed. 


survival horror craze late in the 
Playstation era. It's worth picking up 
if you can find it in some bargain bin 
as it outshines the latest game in the 
series. 

Bioshock: The most celebrated 
game of 2007 was also the most 
unnerving. Set in the underwater city 
of Rapture, players soon find out why 
what was once considered paradise 


descended into chaos. 

System Shock 2: Before 
Bioshock, developer Ken Levine was 
busy creating the seminal “System 
Shock” series. Hailed by many as the 
most frightening game of its time it 
became a forgotten gem due to games 
like Quake and Doom overshadow- 
ing it. 

Fatal 


Frame . 2: Crimson 


Butterfly: In the wake of Japanese 
ghost movies gaining the internation- 
al spotlight, developer Tecmo releas- 
es one of the most creepy games of 
the last ten years. 

F.E.A.R.: Survival horror for the 
“Halo” generation. A fast paced 
shooter spliced with snippets of 
Japanese horror films and fountains 
of gore. 


Resident Evil 5 


Prepare yourselves 
for the next Resident 
Evil installment 


By MErRISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The calen- 
dars are marked 
for March 13, 
, 2009 and 
| Resident Evil 
fans are on their 
toes waiting to 
see what will 
happen. Based 
in Africa, many 
years after the 
dissolution of the Umbrella 
Corporation, where new weapons of 
bio-terrorism have fallen into the 
hands of third world countries and a 
doomsday is in the sights. It starts 
with a mass outbreak of insanity in 
the streets in broad daylight, some- 
thing new for a resident evil begin- 
ning, other than the short amount of 
daylight in “Resident Evil 4.” There 
is very minimal space for error in the 
beginning because you are in alley- 
ways with insane people all around 
with heads being blown off and mon- 
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The new highly anticipated Resident Evil installment. 


strous creatures emerging from the 
deceased heads, much like in the 
palace in “Resident Evil 4,” but then 
you end up where it all began, the 
original, one and only, Umbrella 
Corporation sight. The main man in 
this game is Chris Redfield, Claire 
Redfield's sister, and he has a handy 
assistant named Sheva Alomar who is 
an agent based out of Africa. After 
finding the sight of Umbrella many 
mysteries begin to unravel, including 


a lot of information from Albert 
Wesker as he is trying to kill you. As 
if Wesker wasn't enough of a pain in 
the ass in Resident Evil One, 
Resident Evil 0, Code Veronica X, 
etc, he is back and worse than ever, 
but movie fans do not be mistaken 
because the Wesker in the movies is 
not the Wesker in the video games. 
You can view trailers of the video at 
http://ps3.ign.com/objects/734/73438 
1.html 
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Jeff Du 


Comedy Central 
hosts Jeff Dunham s 


Christmas Special 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Sunday 
night, Nov 16, 
Comedy Central 
was host to Jeff 
Dunham's third 
Comedy Central 
special “Jeff 
Dunham's Very 
Bap e.cyi al 
Christmas 
Special.” The 
special took 
place at the Papst Theater in 
Milwaukee, Wis and Dunham started 
right off with one of the fans 
favorites, Walter. For those of you 
who live under a rock and don't know 
who Jeff Dunham is or what he does, 
he is a comedian, or to be more spe- 
cific, a ventriloquist, who has quite 
the array of puppets, and is very good 
at what he does. 

As Walter took the stage, all 
dressed up in Christmas gear and not 
happy about it, he starts joking about 
the name of the theater, Papst, like 
the beer and Dunham mentions that 
the Papst Theater used to be a vaude- 
ville house, where Walter gives him 
crap about how their career is really 
going far, insert immense sarcasm 
here. The show continues and then 
suddenly Dunham starts a conversa- 
tion. 

“Happy Holidays,” Jeff says 


Philip 
Philippa Gregory is 


quickly becoming one 


of the best authors 
By JENNIFER PARSHLEY 


Contributing Reporter 
Philippa 
e Gregory is 


quickly becom- 
ing one of the 
decade's __ best 
authors of fic- 
tional history 

She has written 
over twenty 
books, thirteen 
of which are 
available in the 
United States and focuses mainly on 
Tudor-period England. One of these 
books has just recently been made 
into a movie, The Other Boleyn Girl. 
The Other Boleyn Girl is the story of 
Anne Boleyn, who was King Henry 
VII of England's second and most 
infamous wife’ and is told through 
from Mary’s, Annes’s sister, point of 
viewMary was the mistress of King 
Henry and had two of his children 
before Anne caught his ever-wander- 
ing eye, causing one of the biggest 
and most unforgettable scandals in 
England's history. Anne was able to 
convince Henry that his marriage of 
over 20 years to Katherine of Aragon 
was invalid because she was the 
widow of his brother, Arthur, there- 
fore making his only heir (at the 
time), Mary, a bastard. He then mar- 
ried Anne and made his daughter 
with her, Elizabeth, his heir. 
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“You're really going to try this 
crap aren't you,” Walter replies with 
the same grumpy old face and lifted 
eyebrows. At this point Dunham 
looks at Walter a little concerned. 

“Happy Holidays...?” no good 
outcome would come of that. After 
about five minutes of trying to get 
Walter to “enjoy” the Christmas spir- 
it Walter speaks up. 

“Happy Holidays Walter,” 
Dunham tries again leading to a 
Walter rant. 

“You know, I've been waiting to 
say this for a few years now. It's 
Merry Christmas!” 

“You know there are people with 
other religions out there.” 

“AND THEY'RE WRONG!” 
Walter replies and the show goes on. 

Walter is always the puppet to 
start with, a curmudgeon old man 
that is uptight and known for his Wal- 
Mart opening, “Welcome to Wal- 
Mart, get your shit and get out.” He's 
always wearing a sweater and he is 
never happy, and everyone loves him 
for it. 

After Walter, Dunham takes out 
his very controversial, very funny 
and very dead terrorist named 
Achmed the Dead Terrorist. Achmed 
enters and everyone cheers as he 
slyly says, “Merry Christmas 
Infidels,” while wearing a Santa hat 
and claiming to be incognito. There 
were plenty of, “Silence! I Keel 
you,” and at one point during his act 
his foot falls off. Achmed had some 
amazingly funny lines, like: 

“Killing folks is easy, being PC is 
a pain in the ass.” And conversations 
between Dunham and him like: 


a Gregory an 


Philippa also has written a pre- 
quel to The Other Boleyn Girl: The 
Constant Princess, which is the story 
of Katherine of Aragon. It touches 
briefly on her childhood in Spain and 
focuses on her journey to England to 
marry Arthur, the Prince of Wales 
and Henry's older brother. Arthur 
died of “the sweating disease,” more 
commonly known as the plague, only 
six months after he and Katherine 
had been married. The story details 
how Katherine was approached by 
King Henry VII, Arthur and Henry's 
father, for marriage after his wife 
passed, and then how she was 
snubbed by the court for seven years 
when she refused him. It wasn't until 
Henry the VII passed away that she 
was received back at court and was 
able to marry Henry VIII 

The next book in the series, The 
Boleyn Inheritance, skips over 
Henry's third wife, Jane Seymour, 


and takes on three different points of 


view: Anne of Cleves, Henry's fourth 
wife; Katherine Howard, Henry's 
fifth wife and Anne's cousin; and 
Jane Rocheford, Anne's sister-in-law. 
It begins right after Queen Jane has 
died from complications with the 
birth of her son Prince Edward, and 
Anne of Cleves entering the dark, 
dangerous and complicated English 
court. Soon after, Katherine Howard 
is brought into the court by her uncle 
Thomas Howard to undermine the 
king's fourth marriage and capture 
the king's eye. She is soon made his 
fifth wife and then caught up in her 
own scandal when her past comes 
back to haunt her and ultimately 
leads to her and Jane Rocheford's 
deaths 
The about 


Queen's Fool is 


“T hate this job.” 

“This job?” 

“No, the la-la-la-la-(explosion)” 
as well as discussions about Walter 
where Achmed claims he is afraid of 
Walter and Dunham asks why, to 
which Achmed exclaims, “He's one 
mean Son of a Bitch!” 

Achmed continues along talking 
about Christmas carols and even 
sings a fan favorite, “Jingle Bombs.” 
Achmed really stole the show for the 
most part, playing the depressed dead 
guy claiming he thought he had scol- 
iosis and then polio, and then 
Dunham accidentally says he has 
Poliosis which Achmed exclaims 
“WTF IS POLIOSIS!” and from that 
point on it runs as a joke through-out 
the rest of the special. 

After Achmed Dunham brings 
out Bubba J, one of the less liked and 
more stereotypical puppets of a 
drunken redneck that just sits around 
and watches Nascar. Bubba J's funni- 
est part was when he explained he 
mixed beer with his ink because he 
was running out of ink and he could 
get contact drunk. 

As usual Dunham ended his spe- 
cial with Peanut and Jose Jalapeno on 
a stick. Peanut is a purple monkey 
with green hair and one ripped sneak- 
er and loves to pick on Dunham by 
calling him jeff-fa-fa, and even says, 
“Oh that reminds me of a song... oh 
jeff-fa-fa oh jeff-fa-fa without me 
you'd suck-a-a.” then he goes into 
crazy mode, blaming Nyquil and Red 
bull, which is not recommended. 
When Jose comes out Peanut 
becomes vulgar saying things like, 
“You know what he could use as a 
rain coat? A condom!” they go back 


Hannah the Fool, a fictional character 
that Philippa came up with to tell the 
story of Queen Mary, King Henry's 
oldest daughter. Hannah is put into 
the service of Robert Dudley, the 
future Earl of Leicester, to be of serv- 
ice to King Edward at the end of his 
reign, to be his “holy” fool and try to 
distract him and the court from his 
approaching death. After he dies, she 
goes into Mary's service and is 
requested by Robert to spy on Mary 
and her court. Instead of finding the 
tyrant of popular legend, Hannah 
finds a woman waiting for her chance 
at greatness and only wanting the 
best for her country. It shows Hannah 
watching how Mary falls in love with 
Philip of Spain and marries him 
against the wishes of her advisors 
and kingdom, and then how it ended 
up backfiring on her, causing her 
heartache, grief, and a constant para- 
noia that her sister Elizabeth was try- 
ing to usurp her and her crown, 
which she ultimately was. 

The Virgin's Lover begins at the 
beginning of Elizabeth's reign and 
again takes three different points of 
view. It brings Robert Dudley back 
into the picture and shows the before 
unknown closeness between him and 
Queen Elizabeth. Robert was already 
married to Amy Dudley, a shy, inse- 
cure and unsophisticated young 
woman that refused to let Robert out 
of their marriage so that he could 
publicly court the young queen and 
try to marry her. When someone 
unknown acts in secret and takes 
Amy's life, the court, Elizabeth and 
Robert all are affected in a way that 
they never thought possible 

The latest book in Philippa 
Gregory's Tudor series is The Other 


m brings X-mas early 


Achmed the Dead Terrorist with Jeff Dunham 


and forth like that for a while and 
even talk about a skiing trip Achmed, 
Peanut, and Jose took where Jose had 
to snowboard because he only had a 
stick and Achmed brought a bomb 
causing an avalanche. The last fit of 
words between Jose and Peanut was 
a Classic. 

“T think he needs a bigger stick,” 
Peanut laughs, to which Jose replies, 
“That's not what your mother said.” 

The show had a few hitches here 
and there, especially when Achmed's 
foot fell off, but over all it was hys- 
terical in true Dunham fashion and 


kicked off the Comedy Central 
Christmas season, over a month in 
advance. He ends the show reading 
The Night Before Christmas and is 
constantly interrupted by peanut, 
which causes a standing ovation and 
the show ends. Everyone should see 
this special, order it, watch for it on 
comedy central, or get it off of 
youtube.com like everyone else. 
Either way the special was nothing 
less than would be expected of Jeff 
Dunham and now the world will just 
have to wait to see what he comes up 
with next. 


d the Tudors 
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Philippa Gregory’s book that was turned into a movie 


Queen. It is about Mary, Queen of 
Scots and how she relied on her 
cousin Queen Elizabeth's promise of 
sanctuary in England when her dis- 
loyal half-brother forced her out of 
Scotland to try and take her crown. 
There are many authors out there 


that focus on this specific time in his- 
tory, but Philippa is the only one who 
has really been able to capture this 
reader's attention and make her a 
loyal fan of the series. 


Fans of MMORPG 
are having the time 
of their lives 


By DANIEL PoTOocK! 
Editor in Chief 


_ For fans of the MMORPG (mas- 
sively multiplayer online role playing 
ame) genre life right now is pretty 
weet. For World of Warcraft 
OW) fans the latest expansion, 
Wrath of the Lich King (WOTLK), 
has been released. That would 
explain why Warcraft players aren't 
reading this, because they are already 
playing WOTLK. Okay, that's a 
cheap jab but you know it's true. 

On the other hand Warhammer 
Online: Age of Reckoning (WAR) 
was released a few weeks ago and in 
the run up many people thought it 
would be the WOW killer. WAR 
seeks to build on the failures and 
shortcomings of WOW. 

So, WOW vs. WAR, what should 
you be playing. 

Vitals: 

World of Warcraft: Wrath of the 
Lich King 

Cost: $39.99 (Expansion DVD 
Only) 

$76.98 (WOW Battlechest 
and Expansion DVD) 

Monthly Fee: $14.99 

ESRB Rating: T 

System Requirements: Average 


Warhammer Online: 
Reckoning 

Cost: $46.00 (Game Only) 

Monthly Fee: $14.99 

ESRB Rating: T 

System Requirements: Above 
Average 

wow 

Let's face it, if you play World of 
Warcraft (WOW) you already know 
if you're going to get this expansion, 


Age of 


The colors of 


Between the Buried 
and Me rock the new 


live cd/dvd “colors” 


By AARON SOUCY 
Contributing Reporter 


As it stood, Between the Buried 
and Me had blown their fan base out 
if the water with the 2007 release of 
their studio album, “Colors.” What 
more could the fans possibly ask for? 
Try “Colors Live,” the live CD/DVD 
that was released Oct 14. While it 
‘may not feature any new material, 
“Colors Live” includes a perform- 
ce of “Colors,” a second set, and 
bonus features to go along. All in all, 
the CD/DVD is more than enough to 
Keep fans preoccupied until the 
band's. next studio release. 
_ For those not familiar with the 
album, “Colors,” Between the Buried 
and Me's fourth studio release, is a 
60-minute epic piece that is divided 
into eight tracks. The technical abili- 
ty displayed on the album is remark- 
able. The guitar work by guitarists 
Dustie Waring and Paul Waggoner is 
amazing. The fills and rhythms pro- 
Vided by drummer Blake Richardson 
are simply mind-boggling. Bassist 
Dan Briggs shows an impressive 
ability to add texture to the songs, 
especially during “Viridian,” the 


> 


- 


WOW vs. WAR, 


and if you were going to get it, then 
you most likely already have. The 11 
million player juggernaut would not 
be what it is if the fan base wasn't as 
rabid as Nintendo fanboys. If you 
have a level 70 character and you 
enjoy WOW, then get Wrath of the 
Lich King. 

Notable features include the level 
cap being raised to 80, the profession 
level cap has been raised to 450, the 
brand new continent of Northrend 
and of course the new class, the 
Death Knight. 

The Death Knight is the first 
addition to the class lineup since the 
games launch and thankfully the 
developers have optioned to start 
Death Knight players at level 55 so 
you don't have to suffer through 
“Barrens” Chat. As for play style the 
Death Knight is all about close quar- 
ters combat. To me it feels like the 
developers made a jack-of-all-trades 
super character then realized that 
they would have to balance it, and in 
doing so made sure that the Death 
Knight wasn't a master of anything. 
The Death Knight can play as a Tank, 
DPS, or a weird hybrid Summoner 
thing, but none of them feel very bal- 
anced. I can see how when adding a 
new class they wanted to make it 
rounded, with a little something for 
everyone, but in succeeding they 
failed to make something very excit- 
ing. 
By this point WOW is starting to 
feel a little gimmicky and tired. The 
endless fetch, collection and kill 
quests, while an MMO staple feel 
very old here. It feels like someone 
has just taken old quests, re-skinned 
them with new art and text, and 
pumped the item counter up on col- 
lect quests. : 

The bottom line is this, if you 
play WOW and have a ‘level 70 
Character, or have a level 55 
Character and want to try the Death 
Knight, then pick it up. If, on the 


album's sole quiet piece. Vocalist 
Tommy Rogers is capable of both ter- 
rifying the listener with his brutal 
scream and lulling them to sleep with 
his singing voice. 

All that considered, the perform- 
ance of the first set on the D or- 
tion of “Colors Live” is outstanding. 
The band essentially plays for an 
hour straight without a break, with 
the exception of a backtrack playin 
the drum parts at the beginning ani 
end of the third song, “Informal 
Gluttony.” This is a feat in itself, con- 
sidering the level of difficulty the 
songs on the album encompass. Not 
only do they play for an hour straight, 
, but also they play well. The execu- 
tion in the songs is nearly flawless, 
with the exception of minor mistakes, 
which could only be noticed by the 
most obsessive of fans. The band also 
brings a high level of energy to the 
performance. Tommy Rogers is con- 
stantly in the viewers face, reaching 
out his arms as if to suck you into his 
own personal black hole. Bassist Dan 
Briggs is constantly on the move, 
whether it be headbanging or just 
walking around the stage. Paul 
Waggoner never seems to let off the 
gas during the intense parts of the 
songs, even parts that must require 
great concentration to play. The only 

owner in the energy department is 
guitarist Dustie Waring, who seems 
more like a statue than a human for 
much of the performance. 

After playing “Colors” in its 
entirety, the band returns for a second 
set, which provides a diverse selec- 
tion from the band's repertoire. From 
their self-titled debut album, they 


play “Shevanel Cut a Flip” and 
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The classic World of WarCraft Logo 


other hand, you are new to WOW, 


.then beat the original and The 


Burning Crusade expansion first, if 
you can do that, then pick up Wrath 
of the Lich King. Overall World of 
Warcraft: Wrath of the Lich King 
gets 3.5 stars out of five. 

WAR 

Warhammer Online: Age of 
Reckoning (WAR) is not a World of 
Warcraft killer. Instead it's like the 
Nevada brothel of MMORPG's (mas- 
sively multiplayer online role playing 
game): it's quick and easy to get into, 
accepts all kinds, and doesn't care 
how you play so long as your credit 
card clears. 

As a former World of Warcraft 
player, many of the game features 
were designed to pander for my busi- 
ness. This is manifest in the small 
game play choices like having pow- 
ers and abilities automatically level 
with my character without needing to 
be repurchased from a trainer. A 
power my character gains at first 
level will still be useful at level 40 
(the level cap) and be scaled to be 
more powerful. Also the number of 


items or kills needed for fetch and 
kill quests are mercifully lower, and 
drop rates higher. You will not be 
stuck farming a single creature wait- 
ing for a part to drop. 

The big draw of WAR is group 
game play. In other MMO's you have 
to earn the right to participate in 
meaningful player versus player 
combat (PVP). In WAR a character 
can engage in PVP combat from cre- 
ation, and will get powered up in sce- 
narios to be effective in combat 
against higher-level players. 
Combine this with the fact that PVP 
kills and scenario wins award experi- 
ence points similar to quest comple- 
tions, it becomes possible for a char- 
acter to level to 40 without ever 
doing a single traditional quests. 

The other big innovation here are 
the so-called public quests (PQ's) that 
allow for cooperative drop in 
instanced game play. PQ's, and there 
are a lot of them, reset every few 
minutes and allow you to join at any 
time. Players running past on the 
roads can elect to join a PQ simply by 
entering the zone and getting 


courtesy of people.moreheadstate.edu 


involved, and will be rewarded for 
their efforts with rankings based loot 
drops to fend off thieves. PQ's give 
questing an epic feel. On several 
occasions my party was about to get 
wiped out when a group of players 
running past would see our struggle 
and come charging in to turn the tide 
of battles. 

The game does a good job of 
introducing this content to you slow- 
ly, but experienced players can get 
what they want quickly. 

The other side of this coin is that 
sometimes other players aren't doing 
the quests you want to do, which 
makes them impossible to complete. 
End bosses in PQ's cannot be killed 
by an army of one, and on PVP cen- 
tric servers it can be hard to work if 
members of the opposite faction band 
together in an effort to make you mis- 
erable. 

These small issues don't take 
away from the game that much. All 
together it's the best MMORPG I 
have ever played and gets a 4 out of 
5 stars. 


success shine 


“Aspirations.” From their sophomore 
release, “The Silent Circus,” they 
play “Mordecai” and “Ad a 
Dglemut.” From their third album, 
“Alaska,” they play “Backwards 
Marathon” and “Selkies: The Endless 
Obsession,” a song that may well be 
their most well known. Like the first 
set, all the songs are played with a 
machine-like precision. The band 
members, who looked like they were 
out of energy following the first set, 
take the stage seemingly rejuvenated 
and never let up. 

The bonus features on the DVD 
include behind the scenes footage 
from both the show and the recording 
of the studio version of “Colors.” 
Along with this footage are video and 
written interpretations by the band of 
the songs from “Colors.” There is 
also a slideshow of pictures from 
before, during and after the perform- 
ance. 

Although the bonus features are 
nice touches, with the exception of 
the behind the scenes footage from 
the show and the slideshow, all the 
bonus features were available on the 
Between the Buried and Me website, 
betweentheburiedandme.com, prior 
to the release of the CD/DVD. It 
seems like they could've made a bet- 
ter effort to include things that fans 
haven't already seen. ; 

The only other issue “Colors 
Live” faces is the difference in sound 
quality between the CD and DVD 


courtesy of metalsucks.net 


Between the Buried and Me 


versions of the first set. (The second 
set is not on the CD version of 
“Colors Live.”) The DVD version of 
the performance is quite balanced in 
sound quality. The CD version, how- 
ever, seems lackluster. The bass and 
drums seem to be mixed too quietly, 
and the CD distorts easily when 
played at excessively loud volumes. 


Overall, the pros of 
“Colors Live” far outweigh the cons. 
Priced at $13.99 on amazon.com, the 
album is surprisingly cheap consider- 
ing it includes two discs. It is a defi- 
nite must own, whether you're a 
diehard fan of Between the Buried 
and Me, a progressive metal-head, or 
just interested in watching 
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“If it pleases the court, the prosecution 
would like to pet the defendant, too.” 


AINTS To Bt 


A PONY EXPRESS 
RIDER'S COMING /! 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Octagonal sign 
5 Former Turkish 

official 

10 Long (for) 

14 Aaron Spelling's 
daughter 

15 John of the keys 

16 Fragrance 

17 Russian river 

18 Dull sound 

19 Tiger’s pegs 

20 Russian ballet 
company 

22 Seasoned sailor 

24 Hemorrhage in 
the honker 

26 Little green 
man, e.g. 

29 Pittance 

30 Wetland 

34 “Cyrano de 
Bergerac” star 

36 Eventual 

38 Wash rm. 

39 Resembling: 
suff. 

41 Part of VAT 

42 Malady from the 
East 

45 That's enough! 

48 On edge 

49 Brit. reference 
staple 

51 Creepers 

52 Squandered 

55 Width 

58 Breathing hard 

62 Lion’s call 

63 Going on 

65 Home of Zeno 

66 Gillette blade 

67 Actress Rainer 

68 Swank name in 
hotels 

69 Highland loch 

70 More aged 

71 Small tableland 


DOWN 

1 Checkbook 
record 

2 Ring combatant 

3 Unwritten, as a 
contract 

4 Pale lager 

5 Rio Grande 
tributary 

6 Axis foes 
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7 R-V hookup 
8 Diamond Head 
city 
9 Hock joint 
10 City near Berlin 
11 Abstract 
thought 
12 Carol 
13 Before, formerly 
21 Sharpen with a 
whetstone 
23 Moore of 
movies 
25 Nosegay 
26 G-sharp 
27 Tenant's 
contract 
28 Giant great 
Monte 
31 Sell out 
32 Fixed gaze 
33 Bad spells 47 Halfway test 
35 Library sec. 50 Unseat 
37 Hamilton’s bill 53 Aviator Balbo 
40 Lazy 54 Estimator 
43 Up to 55 Fiber source 
44 Unhip one 56 Surf sound 
46 Pizza box? 57 Jug handles 


Solutions 


HERE Bones 


59 Nastase of 
tennis 

60 Takes home 

61 Disputed 
Mideast strip 

64 Resembling: 
suff. 


Chuck 


Round One: Dexter 
Morgan versus 


Patrick Bateman 


By OBSERVER STAFF 
Alt. Edge 


Ladies and gentlemen, boys and 
girls, children of all ages, welcome to 
the first ever Chuck Norris 
Invitational sponsored by The 
Alternative Edge. First a little back- 
ground, we have all heard the amaz- 
ing tales of Chuck Norris’ combat 
prowess. Having defeated all fighters 
so far Chuck started an invitational 
blood sport tournament that would 
pit pop culture icons and fjctional 
characters in vicious combat. The 
winners of the tournament will then 
go on to face Chuck Norris himself 
for a shot at the ultimate prize, Chuck 
Norris' Machismo. 

Tonight we have a titillating 
titanic of terror as two serial killers 
face off for the title. Sorry kids, we 
don't mean breakfast cereal, we mean 
horrible mass murderers. 

Our combatants will be released 
into our special stadium of pain, a 
football field sized urban conflict 
zone, 

Starting at the red entrance we 
have the mauler from Miami, Dexter 
“Showtime” Morgan, star of TV's 
“Dexter.” A blood spatter expert for 
the Miami police department, Dexter 
uses his cunning to hunt and kill 
other murderers. The critically 
acclaimed show is in its third season 
on Showtime and Morgan stands a 
good chance here tonight for a win. 

Starting on the other side of our 
park of horrorat our blue entrance is 
the American Psycho himself, 


Reet. 


Patrick Bateman. Bateman, the star 
of the film American Psycho, and a 
book of the same name, uses sheer 
demented malevolence in his blood 
lust against the city of New York. 

So, Order vs. Chaos, Killer vs. 
Killer, who is going to win tonight 
when Morgan and Bateman go head 
to head in the first ever battle of the 
Chuck Norris Invitational? Let’s go 
to commentators. 


Hansel Lopez: In this scenario | 
I'm going to have to choose Bateman ’ 


because he's the more insane of th 
two. Dexter, despite being a murder: 


er, has a weird sense of morality and» 


orri 


righteousness because he only kills yous 


criminals. As opposed to Bateman ™ 
who doesn't discriminate in his — 
killings, everybody is a target. — 


Besides, Bateman would hack Dexter __ 


up with an axe before Dexter finds - 


out he's a criminal. 


Christian Stone: In the battle 
over articulate psychopath, I'm going — 


to have to give the fight to Patrick — e 


Bateman. Dexter has the ability to~ 


control a good portion of his blood- 


Invitational 


NECC Observer Nov. 19, 2008 Page 15 


Courtesy photo 


lust. He needs to be able to because TWO Of America’s favorite serial killers duke it out in the battle of the ages in the first 


his lifestyle and occupation require 
more from him than Bateman's 
does. Even though Bateman was just 
insane he ultimately can't control his 
inner demons and inevitably goes on 
a massive killing spree, even if it's 
just in his head. Bateman's inability 
to control himself over Dexter's abil- 
ity to do so makes Bateman more 
dangerous and in my opinion more 
likely to win the fight. 

Nick Sermuksnis: I think 
Dexter's code of honor is what will 
save him in the fight. Dexter exe- 
cutes his craft in a structured envi- 
ronment where he is completely in 
control. He understands the criminal 
mind and uses it to benefit his skills. 
Bateman is insane. There's a method 


to his madness, but ultimately he's a 
wild dog that Dexter's keen intuition 
and technique would put down. 

Merissa Livermore-Johnson: 
Dexter, because he sees it as his job 
to kill the bad guys, which Patrick 
Bateman is obviously just a maniacal 
sociopath ‘who just likes to kill peo- 
ple while Dexter is trying to accom- 
plish good through his killings. 
Dexter's sense of direction will put 
him above Bateman. 

Dan Potocki: My vote is for 
Dexter. Intelligence, cunning, and a 
good plan will always come out on 
top. Dexter is a master at the stealth 
approach and he is used to hunting 


annual Chuck Norris Invitational. 


killers, he is going to be able to get in 
Bateman's head and think like him. 
Bateman has never mastered the art 
of stealth so he will stick out like a 
sore thumb. One quick approach and 
Dexter will have the needle of tran- 
quilizer in Bateman's veins before he 
has a chance to react; this fight is 
over before it started. Thankfully 
Dexter has his murder ritual, which 
should be good fan service for the 
folks at home. 

Conclusion: 

Bateman started the round by 
stripping to his underpants and pick- 
ing up a chainsaw. 

On the other side of the Arena 


Dexter slipped in unnoticed with his 
bag of tricks and began to set up his 
killing chamber. 

Bateman stocked the halls of the 
Chuck Norris Arena looking for 
Dexter and reving the chainsaw. 

However, Dexter used the sound 
of the reving chainsaw as cover, 
made his approach, and stuck 
Bateman with a needle of tranquiliz- 
er in the neck. It was over before it 
started. Winner: Dexter Morgan 

Next week we have that kind of 
cereal kids! The Cereal killer face 
off, team Kellogs vs. Team General 
Mills in our Texas Tornado of 
Terror, Cereal Terror! 


Noise unheard of in Kansas City 


An exploration of a 
city where silence is 
golden 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Water cov- 
ered each step of 
a stair-like foun- 
tain decorated 
with abstract 
animal creatures 
across the street 
from the Kansas 

Ap City Marriott 

, Downtown. I 
was walking alongside the fountain 
back towards the main entrance of the 
hotel when a sudden realization 
Struck me: Where's the noise? 

I've been to several cities, includ- 
‘ing New York City and Chicago, and 
the loud, frantic pacing has always 
‘deterred me from wanting to spend 

, than a few days in any boom- 
wn. Standing outside the Marriott I 
iscovered the first urban setting I'd 
ider extending my stay indefi- 
ly. A quiet metropolis stuck in the 
iddle of a society addicted to speed 
and intensity. 

Kansas City, Mo. was hosting this 


fall's National College Media 
Convention and I was in attendance 
with the Observer. Even with over 
2,000 students representing their col- 
lege publications the area around the 
Marriott was consistently calm. The 
further away from the hotel I could 
see from my room window the less 
action was present. 

The city was neck-deep in a rus- 
tic, proud culture. It seemed to rein- 
force what was already present 
instead of trying to update to the lat- 
est, shiny architecture. A small sec- 
tion encompassing nine city blocks 
was the Power & Light District, a 
mixed-use district for shopping, 
entertainment and eateries. It was 
probably the most “updated” part of 
the city I saw. 

I poked my head from around a 
parked semi-trailer truck to see how 
the traffic would stand between the 
hotel and myself. I could see a couple 
cars beginning to accelerate from the 
nearby intersection but I walked 
across briskly and when I turned, the 
cars weren't even close. This city had 
a mellow atmosphere, wide streets 
and slow-moving cars. This place was 
incredible! 

At night the streets were devoid 
of activity. I began to think that some 
unspoken curfew kept bodies in at 
night. I heard mumbles of gang activ- 


Hansel Lopez photo 


Even at midday the likelihood of seeing busy streets is very low. 


ity, but it was nowhere to be seen 
from my window. I took a walk with 
a few of my co-staffers one night and 
we spotted two 2005 Ford White 
Mustangs parked alone and vulnera- 
ble in two different locations. Both of 
them survived the night. 

The only time there was a bustle 
of energy moving through the city 
was Halloween night. Many of the 


visiting students dressed up for the 
occasion and the Power & Light dis- 
trict became a central Halloween spot 
with nightclubs opening their doors 
for the costumed journalists. I was 
outside during the festivities with 
some of my co-workers when we 
mingled with a local cowboy who 
epitomized the Midwestern stereo- 
type, yet was completely comfortable 


with us. 

On the final morning of the con- 
vention I sat on a bench outside of 
Union Station staring at the cityscape. 
The city was about to wake up and 
forget that I had ever been there, but § 
wanted -one last look at this silent 
metropolis that had been my home for 
a brief moment in time. 


~ 
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Lack of sleep means tired sheep > 


Limited sleep is 
affecting work ethic 


of students 


By MEREDITH PLANTE 
Contributing Reporter 


Sleeping has become a lost prac- 
tice for today's students. What with 
homework, extra-curricular activi- 
ties and, of course, the all-important 
social life, teens are sleeping less 
and less in a time of their lives when 
they need 9.5 hours of sleep. That's 
right: 9.5 hours of sleep a night for 
the average teenager. Most students 
today, however, are averaging out to 
have about 7 hours of sleep a night, 
2.5 hours less than what they need. 

In a survey of over 3,000 stu- 
dents, psychologists Amy R. 
Wolfson, PhD and Mary A. 
Carskadon, PhD, found that the stu- 
dents who were receiving grades of 
C's, D's and F's were going to bed 
about 40 minutes later and getting 
25 minutes less sleep then the stu- 
dents who were receiving A's and 
B's. U.nited States. Rep. Zoe 
Lofgren says, “There is substantial 
evidence that the lack of sleep can 
cause accidents, imperil students’ 
grades and lead to or exacerbate 
emotional problems.” 

How right she is. According to 


the National Institutes of Health's 
National Center on Sleep Disorders 
Research, around 55 percent of car 
crashes in which the drivers fell 
asleep involved people under the 
age of 26. Along with possibly 
being fatal, sleep deprivation has 
other side-effects, such as an inabil- 
ity to concentrate, irritability and a 
more vulnerable immune system. 

So why sleep more? Well, there 
are many answers. A study in 2003 
showed that sleeping has an impor- 
tant impact on improving peoples’ 
ability to learn a different language. 
Another study in 2006 demonstrated 
that sleep improves the brain's abili- 
ty to remember information. This 
goes against what most teens do, as 
before a big test, a student will often 
stay up late studying whereas the 
studies have shown that they can do 
nothing better than get a good 
night's sleep. 

However, in this world, it seems 
quite difficult to get the amount of 
sleep required. There are ways of 
getting more sleep though, even if it 
isn't the full 9.5 hours. 

Studies have shown that people 
who fall asleep with the TV on will 
not sleep as soundly as someone 
whose TV is off. Also, video games 
were found causing the brain to 
enter “overdrive” and therefore 
making it difficult to fall asleep. 


sumdailycampus 
It’s possible that future technology will allow students to learn in their sleep. Not 


for this guy, though. 

This problem is easily solved by not 
playing video games right before 
falling asleep. 

Here's a tip for the late-night 
studiers: Don't. It has been demon- 
strated that hard thinking right 
before bed - like doing that calculus 
homework you forgot - gets your 
brain into hard-thinking mode, and 
as such, it will take longer for your 


body to relax enough so you can fall 
asleep. 

Turning off the cell phone and 
drinking non-caffeinated beverages 
are also good ideas, as well as this: 
keep track of time. It is very easy to 
get lost in a project, a game or a 
conversation and lose track of the 
time. By simply keeping track of 
what time it is, you won't get lost in 


something and will be able to get to 
bed on time. 

Sleeping is a wonderful thing. It 
allows the body to replenish the 
energy it lost during the day, as well 
as giving your immune system the 
down-time it needs to take care of 
your body. Sleeping is a lost prac- 
tice - perhaps it's time to rediscover 
it. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - A social gath- 
ering may this week pro- 
vides a unique insight 
into the romantic needs or habits of a 
trusted friend. Inappropriate or 
intense flirtation may be unexpect- 
edly distracting. Remain quietly 
detached and avoid group opinions: 
at present emotional reactions are 
unpredictable. After mid- week busi- 
ness negotiations may prove unnerv- 
ing or mildly strained. Don't hesitate 
to pause for reflection: this is not the 
right time to press authority figures 
for large or binding decisions. 


fe) 


Taurus 


a 


Aries 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Potential job 
change and revised career 
pathways will now capti- 


vate the interest of loved ones. 


Someone close may soon need to- 


challenge authority or adopt broader 
business aspirations. Encourage new 
exploration and expect creative 
progress to be slow but meaningful. 
Later this week an highly unusual 
romantic triangle may become pub- 
lic knowledge. Remain calm: hidden 
attractions, workplace ethics or sud- 
den displays of private emotion may 


all prove distracting. 
I few days a friend or lover 
may feel unusually pres- 
sured by older relatives or authority 
figures. Leisure habits or lifestyle 
choices may be at issue. Advocate an 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) - Over the next 


end to self- doubt: at present nothing 
worthwhile will be gained through 
social criticism or disapproval. Late 
this week pay special attention to the 
subtle hints or minor comments of a 
key official. Surprising workplace 
changes may soon be announced: 
stay focused on long-term aspira- 
tions. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Friends and 
relatives may this week 
be moody or easily irri- 
tated. If so, remain quietly detached 
and avoid unproductive discussions, 
if possible. Although restlessness 
will not permanent affect close rela- 
tionships, subtle tensions may linger. 
Stay dedicated to established rules, 
roles or family goals and all will be 
well. After Saturday study financial 
documents for missed facts or 
impending deadlines. Someone close 
may now need to rely on your 
advice, insight and past experience. 

Je, tracts will this week offer 

Leo tangible rewards. In the 
coming weeks many Leos will foster 
new workplace partnerships or 
financial agreements. Find time to 
carefully prepare applications or 
official paperwork: before the end of 
November legal accuracy and clear- 
ly defined deadlines will prove vital 
to success. Friday through Sunday 


rest and spend extra time with loved 
ones. A friend or relative may 


x 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Renegotiated con- 


require encouragement: changing 
lifestyles may be a key concern. 


IY 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Sleep patterns 
or health regimes will 
now benefit from 
improvement and change. For many 
Virgos increasing physical and emo- 
tional vitality will soon be an ongo- 
ing theme. Allow unproductive 
habits to fade this week and expect 
loved ones to encourage a renewed 
awareness of lifestyle choices. After 
Friday a past business alliance may 
return. If so, expect failed or post- 
poned projects to demand clear deci- 
sions. Opt for slow progress over 
quick gains: caution is needed. 


@) 


Libra, 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) - Early this week 
emotional intimacy and 
romantic loyalty will 
compete for your attention. No seri- 
ous or long-lasting affects will 
arrive, so not to worry. Do, however, 
expect a friend or relative to offer 
unwanted advice, controversial sug- 
gestions or bold opinions. Go slow 
and, if possible, avoid serious dis- 
cussions: meaningful progress will 
be temporarily delayed. Late this 
week a rare workplace triangle will 
work to your advantage. Let others 
make public decisions: silence is 
best. 


Te 


Scorpio 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) - Loved ones 
will this week opt for 


cozy, private encounters. Over the 
next 11 days quiet activities will 
bring renewed faith in long-term 
relationships. Stay open and wait for 
subtle compliments: friends, lovers 
and close relatives will soon reveal 
their affections, aspirations and pri- 
vate hopes. After Thursday dreams 
and insights will be vivid. Family tri- 
angles and old habits may be a 
strong theme. If so, remain quietly 
detached: at present loved ones may 
need extra time for evaluation. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
‘ _ Business records may 
Sagittarius this week reveal surpris- 
ing financial information. Missed 
payments, income delays or lost 
wages may be at issue. Carefully 
gather written facts before con- 
fronting authority. Over the next 8 
days official documents may require 
clarity or substantial revision. After 
mid-week a family member or close 
friend may reveal a new appreciation 
of recent social or romantic promis- 
es. Emotional commitments will 
now steadily expand: expect tender 
and lasting rewards. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 

© 22-Jan. 20) - Private 

. financial promises and 
tt home agreements are now 
reliable. For many Capricorns 
detailed legal descriptions or recent- 
ly revised official regulations will 
soon provide workable terms. Loved 
ones may need extra time to make 


key decisions. Remain quietly sup- 
portive. After mid-week someone 
close may request added creativity 
or new social outlets. If so, expect 
unusual travel plans or entertainment 
proposals. Stay open to all opportu- 
nities: your instincts are accurate. 


WN AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WN Feb. 19) - Quick social 
ux events or family gather- 

ings will this week pro- 

vide renewed optimism. Refuse to 
allow isolated loved ones to remain 
withdrawn, at present your actions 
and encouragement will greatly 
change the attitudes of a recently 
despondent relative. After Thursday 
workplace alliances and relations 
with authority figures may require 
delicate negotiations. Business calls 
and social messages will be emo- 
tionally absorbing. Get extra rest, if 
possible, and avoid rushed decisions. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Someone 
close may this week need 
to relive old memories, 
passionate triangles or social disap- 
pointments. Nostalgic moments will 
be brief but intensely emotional. 
Remain patient and watch for a 
rekindled appreciation of romantic 
trust to soon be the result. After mid- 
week study workplace documents 
for hidden clauses or missed dead- 
lines and payments. Key officials 
may now revise daily routines or 
team assignments. Stay focused: 
vital facts may prove misleading. 


* Pisces 
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Itch gene opens up new options 


Research is leading 


_to drugs that can end 
the dreaded itch 


By RoBert S. Boyp 
MCT Campus 


WASHINGTON _ Scientists are 
baffled by one of humankind's most 
annoying problems _ itching _ an 
almost universal misery for which 
there is, as yet, no adequate expla- 
nation or treatment. 

"Why we can't stop scratching 
remains a big puzzle for 
researchers," said Zhou-Feng Chen, 
a neuroscientist at Washington 
University, St. Louis. 

"Itch can be devastating to 
patients and lead to extensive loss 
of quality of life," said Matthias 
_ Ringkamp, a researcher at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore. 
"Unfortunately, the treatment of 
itch is often unsatisfactory." 

The recent discovery of an 
"itchy gene," however, may offer 
* hope for better treatments, Chen 

said. A drug to block that gene 

might relieve the distress of itching. 

Specialists on pruritus _ the sci- 

entific term for itching _ described 

, their work Monday at the annual 

meeting of the Society for 
_ Neuroscience in Washington. 

. They distinguished between two 
major types of itch: a mild form that 
can be treated with common anti- 
histamines such as Benadryl and a 


ta eee dieieetiaen niaeaieheteeinaeinl 
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- De-classified info on 
what the staff listen 


to most often 


By OBSERVER STAFF 
' Alt. Edge 


Long production nights for the 
Observer can drive anyone on staff 
crazy. Most of us drown out the insan- 
ity by plugging our headphones in and 
immersing ourselves in our own per- 
sonal musical playlists. To keep up the 
tradition of strange and unusual infor- 
mation presented in the Alternative 
Edge section the Observer staff has 
agreed to release an Observer sound- 
track that will illuminate the tunes we 
use to survive in this tumultuous envi- 

_Tonment of news. 

Sara Prescott 

1. _ Pink Floyd - “Wish You 
Were Here” - Always a solid choice. 
You can jam or relax to it. Best of both 
worlds. 

2. Coolio - “Gangsta's 
Paradise” - One of the best songs to 
drive to. 

Daniel Potocki 

3. Smashmouth - “Pacific 

_ Coast Party” - I play this song at the 
end of every production night to cele- 
brate. 

4. Jimmy Buffet - 
“Margaritaville” - If life ever gets too 
heavy I'm going to bug out to some 
tropical beach and dig my feet into the 

_ sand. 


severe form that cannot. 
"The second type is often severe 
and very common, since more than 


50 diseases and conditions can™ 
cause it," said Glenn J. Giesler, ay 
neuroscientist at the University of! 
Minnesota in Minneapolis. "There’ 


are, no treatments currently avail- 
able for this latter type of itch." 
As many as 10 percent of the 


people in the world endure chronic ~ 
itching, said Ben Maddison, a_ 


researcher at Unilever, a multina 
tional consumer-product corpora 
tion. 


by Chen is labeled GRPR, for gas- 
trin-releasing peptide receptor. 
When he injected it under the skin 


of laboratory mice, they "scratched 


like crazy," he said. 
"The discovery of the first itchy 
gene in the spinal cord raises th 


The itch-related gene identified 


hope that it may be possible to — 


relieve itchiness in patients by 
blocking the GRPR function," Chen 
said. 


The discovery "puts us in a bet- 
ter position to design better drugs to’ 
help people suffering from a variety — 


of disorders," said Ethan Lerner, a 
dermatologist at Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston. 


Itching and pain are different from the torture of itching. 


but related, the neuroscientists said. 
The nerves that carry both sensa- 
tions travel along closely spaced 
pathways through the spinal cord to 
the brain. 

Robert LaMotte, an anesthesiol- 
ogist at Yale University in New 
Haven, Conn., called these related 


Ryan McBride 

5. Disturbed - “Indestructible” 
- This song helps me when I'm mad or 
motivated. 

6. Coldplay - “Strawberry 
Swing” - This song reflects me when 
I'm in a good mood. 

Hansel Lopez 

7. Nile - “Papyrus containing 
the spell to protect its possessor against 
attacks from who is in the water” - 
Because I used this song to freak out 
everybody in the newsroom last semes- 
ter. I guess the newsroom wasn't ready 
for blast beats, polyrhythm, guttural 
vocals and mind warping guitar solos. 

8. Heroes del Silencio - 
“Avalancha” - As the only Hispanic 
member of the staff I need to represent 
not with Spanish reggae, but with awe- 
some Spanish rock. 

Merissa Livermore 

9. Avenged Sevenfold - “After 
life” - Many people make mistakes and 
many people can realize that but some 
leave us too soon and the lost ones we 
may or may not see again, so the hope 
for a second chance is always there. 

10. Underoath - “Some will 
seek Forgiveness, others escape” - 
Because even though it's a religious 
song, and I'm not religious, it explains 
how through all of this chaos they only 
see, hear, and love this one person, all 
the others don't matter even if that per- 
son isn't perfect. 

Nick Sermuksnis 

11. Jason Mraz - “I'm Yours” - 
I'm badgered for being a sentimentalist 
but the best moments for me to write is 


pestilences "itch and ouch." 

Mild itching often is caused by 
histamines, itch-inducing chemicals 
found in poison ivy, mosquito bites, 
pollens, etc. Antihistamines provide 
temporary relief from them. 

Chronic itch may result from 
kidney, liver or blood disease, HIV, 


shingles, eczema or many other 
causes, 

Scientists aren't sure why 
scratching helps relieve itching. 
"We can only speculate," LaMotte 
said. 

According to Giesler, scratching 
may prevent neurons on the spinal 


Soon this child, along with many other children and human folk, will be alleviated 


cord from responding to an itch- 
producing agent, thereby prevent- 
ing the sensation from reaching the 
brain. 

"Itch happens in your brain, not 
on your skin," said Clemens 
Forster, a researcher at the 
University of Erlangen in Germany. 


Observer reveals music tastes 


MCTcampus photo 


Observer staffers carry mp3 players with them to refrain from disturbing other 


staffers. Sometimes. 
when.I'm listening to a song that trig- 
gers an emotional response in me. 
When artists like Mraz hit the right 
note the rest of my work is golden. 

12. Frightened Rabbits - “Twist” 
- The singer's robotic, yet emotive 
voice mixed with the techno harmonics 
and drums always put me in the right 
place. I also found this song on the 
show “Chuck,” which is one of my all- 
time favorites. I'm just a nerd. 

Julie Varney 

13. R. Kelly - “Ignition” - This 
song reminds me of good times. It's a 
fun song. 

14. Rent- “la vie Boheme” - I've 
been listening to this a lot lately in the 
newsroom. I love 'Rent,' and this is one 


of my favorite songs from it. 

Christian Stone 

15. Dirty Mac - “Yer Blues” - I 
chose this song solely based on our 
Kansas City trip. For a guy who nor- 
mally spends 18 of his 24 hours a day 
in a room by himself, this song provid- 
ed an ironic twist to the trip considering 
the only time I was every alone was 
when I was in the shower. 

16. The Outfield - “Your Love” 
- Now this song is just one of those 
songs everyone can recite to despite its 
ultimate 80's sound. It's a good song 
and it provides some commentary into 
my own life. Constantly cornered by 
the women in my life, sometimes I just 
want to scream out, “I don't want to 


lose your love tonight!” Corny, but 
true, although it would be more like, “I 
don't want to lose your love period, for- 
get tonight.” 

Stephen Purple 

17. Coldplay - “The Scientist” - 
It has a nice light tone that fulfills the 
sappiness in me. His voice resonates 
with me. There's a lot to think about 
when he says, “Let's go back to the 
start.” When I'm in a relationship for a 
while I always look back at the begin- 
ning and it's always the happiest part. 

18. Moulin Rouge - “El Tango 
de Roxanne” - It builds up from the 
beginning and just continues to get 
more and more intense. I absolutely 
love the imagery presented in the song. 
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The longest, greatest 1.9 seconds © 


“T saw it fall in the net and I was like 
‘Wow, that was an unbelievable show” 


The best played game 


thus far of the 2008- 
2009 season 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 
be On Nov. 6, 

. the Portland 
Trailblazers 
defeated the 
- Houston 
) Rockets in 
overtime and it 
took every sec- 
ond and tenth of 
*second on the 
™ clock. to deter- 


mine the winner. 

There is a remote possibility that 
the buzz I had going was affecting 
my perception of the game, I had 
spent the majority of the night at The 
New Beijing in North Andover but 
by the time the game built to its cli- 
max, my focus shifted from my buzz 
to what I'd call the greatest, longest, 
1.9 seconds in basketball. I call it the 
longest 1.9 because with timeouts 
and breaks, ultimately over five min- 
utes passed by. That’s what makes it 
the longest two seconds in basket- 
ball, but the 8 points scored in those 
fractional moments launched it to 
greatness. 

It would be hard to tell a story 
about a basketball game without 
mentioning anything about the quar- 
ters in regulation but honestly, the 
first four quarters of the game were 
meaningless compared to the 5- 
minute overtime. Houston trailed by 


-Brandon Roy 


as much as 10 in the fourth but by the 
time the clock ran out the two teams 
were tied at 90, that’s pretty much all 
you need to know about the first 48 
minutes of the game. 

With the game. tied at 96 and 
only a few seconds left, Portland 
pushed down the court and dished 


~ the ball to former Rookie of the Year 


and Blazer All-Star Brandon Roy, 
who with 1.9 left on the clock hit a 
clutch jumper to put Portland up by 
2. A clutch shot to say the least, put- 
ting the pressure on Houston to come 
up with a bucket in less than 2 sec- 
onds, and Houston answered. With .8 
seconds left on the clock, Houston 
center Yao Ming was fouled by Roy 
while shooting a baseline jumper. He 
hit the shot to tie and would go to the 
free throw line with a chance to go 
up by 1, a shot that would certainly 
clinch the game for Houston if he 
made it, or so I thought. Roy was 
very upset with himself over_com- 
mitting a cardinal sin of fouling at 
the worst possible time. 

“I was so disappointed with 
myself over that foul I just told Steve 
(Blake, point guard) to give me a 
chance to make up for it.” Roy said. 

Yao hit the free throw to put the 


Rockets up by | with only enough 
time on the clock to catch the ball 
and shoot it immediately without 
dribbling. Enter Roy, looking for 
redemption. With the score at 99-98, 
Blake inbounded the ball to Roy who 


ry 


immediately threw up a high arching 
30 foot jumper, well behind the 3 
point line. As the shot rainbowed its 
way toward the hoop the Rose 
Garden in Portland held their collec- 
tive breath. Even watching it on 
ESPN the ball appeared to be cruis- 
ing in slow motion. Nevertheless as 
time on the clock expired, the ball 
came down and swished through the 
net sending the packed arena into a 
frenzy, not to mention blew me and a 
couple friends up out of our chairs. 

Roy finished the game with 17 
points and summed it up best during 
the postgame press conference. 

“T saw it fall in the net and I was 


like, “Wow, that was an unbelievable 
show,” he stated. 

And I must say I agree with him. 
If I didn’t I wouldn't have showed all 
my friends the highlights on 
Youtube. Despite having no connec- 
tion to either team, I stay true to the 
local teams, I am a Celtics fan, this 
had to be one of if not the greatest 
game I’ve watched live in my life- 
time. With 3 “game winning” shots 
in the final 1.9 seconds of the game, 
it’s hard not to appreciate the intensi- 
ty, clutchness and sheer excitement 
that these two teams provided 
America in a nationally televised 
showdown. 


~ 
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Former NBA Rookie of the Year Brandon Roy has proven that he is a force to 
be reckoned with on the court this year and Portland couldn’t be happier. 


Tim Thomas continues to protect the net with ease 


Tim Thomas 
continues to prove 
doubters wrong 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Tim Thomas Still Proving 
Doubters Wrong 

Throughout Tim Thomas’ 
career, he’s had to prove to skeptics 
that he was a good enough goalie to 
play in the NHL. In fact, at the age of 
34 he still has doubters, but he won’t 
quit. 

Hockey pundits across the league 
say his unorthodox style to stop 
pucks isn’t good enough to be a start- 
ing goalie for 82 games a year, but 
Thomas knows better. 

“The media always thinks I’m 
Plan B,” Thomas told The Hockey 
News. 

Prior to last season, Bruins 
General Manager Peter Chiarelli 
went out and acquired Manny 
Fernandez from the Minnesota Wild. 
Many people across the league and in 
the organization thought Fernandez 
would end up being the starter, but 
Thomas never got that memo. He fig- 
ured that once again he would have to 
prove himself. So why not prove to 
others that he was the starting goal- 
tender for the Boston Bruins. 

“They never said I wasn’t going 
to get a chance to get out there and 
play,” Thomas also told The Hockey 


News. “I came into the season plan- 
ning on getting my chance and plan- 
ning to play well when I got that 
chance. I don’t think I was ever writ- 
ten off by the organization and I cer- 
tainly didn’t write myself off.” 
When Fernandez went down with 
back spasms and a knee injury, 
Thomas took over, got the win in the 
All Star game, and led the Bruins to 
their first playoff series since 2004 
Even after accomplishing all that 


last season, there are still doubters. 


For example, through the first 14 
games this year, Thomas was left off 
the All Star ballot despite leading the 
league with a .944 save percentage 
and being second in the league with a 
1.85 goals against average, and being 
second in shutouts with two. 

Want some more mind-boggling 
numbers? 

Thomas was the first Bruins 
goalie since Byron Dafoe in the 
1998-1999 season to record consecu- 
tive shutouts, and only the second 
goalie in NHL history to record con- 
secutive 1-0 shutouts since Craig 
Anderson did it back in March 2008. 

How does Thomas answer for 
being snubbed? 

“I’m going to have to disappoint 
you and give you a, ‘No comment,’ 
on that one,” he told the Ottawa 
Citizen. 

The snub is just more motivation 
to keep playing well. 
Players all across the NHL have also 
taken notice of how well Thomas has 
played. Just ask his former college 
teammate Tampa Bay Lightning for- 


ward Martin St. Louis. 

“With most goalies you know 
their tendencies, but Timmy doesn’t 
have any tendencies. I have a tougher 
time scoring against him than almost 
anyone,” St. Louis told the Ottawa 
Citizen. 

From his time at the University 
of Vermont, to getting drafted 217th 


overall by the now defunct Quebec 
Nordiques in 1994, Thomas has been 
a traveling man bouncing from col- 
lege to places all over the world, and 
he keeps proving to his critics that he 
can get the job done. 
His traveling itinerary would make 
Johnny Cash proud, as he has been 
everywhere(literally), 
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Tim Thomas: From Plan B to potential greatness 
defending the net for the Bruins this season. 


Since his Vermont days, he went 
to play for Helsinki, Birmingham 
(ECHL), Houston (IHL), Hamilton 
(AHL), Helsinki (again), Detroit 
(IHL), Sweden, back to Finland for a 
different team, Providence (AHL), 
and then to the Bruins for a few 
games back in the 2003-2004 season. 
His odyssey didn’t end there; he went 
back to Providence, back to Helsinki 
once again, back to Providence, and 
then to Boston to finally stay where 
he has been the starting net minder 
for the Bruins since_2005. 

As for the future, the 2010 Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver are on the 
horizon. Thomas would look like the 
perfect candidate to be the starting 
goalie for Team USA, but like every- 
thing else he is still going to have to 
prove himself to get that spot. 

Right now, Thomas is enjoying 
his opportunity with the Bruins. He 
doesn't know what tomorrow will 
bring, but he does know that people 
are still going to doubt him. It's 
something that he is used too. So he 
just takes all the criticism and all the 
things people have said to try and dis- 
courage him and uses that as motiva- 
tion. Maybe that is what makes him 
so good. As long as Thomas has a 
job, he will keep working hard so he 
can help his team win, and to prove 
to those critics that he does have what 
it takes to be a professional hockey 
player. Hopefully his efforts don't get 
unrecognized. 

"I hope the people who really 
know hockey don't overlook me,” 
Thomas told The Boston Globe. 


Tennessee Titans... Who? 


Not even the Titans 
themselves could 
have predicted this 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


If someone had told you there 
would only be one team in the NFL 
able to maintain an undefeated record 
through the first 11 weeks of the sea- 
son, it would be safe to assume that 
the aforementioned team would be 
the New England Patriots or the 
defending Superbowl Champion 
New York Giarits, or maybe even the 
San Diego Chargers. But those edu- 
cated guesses would all be wrong. 
Nobody had predicted that the 
Tennessee Titans would be and are 
the only undefeated football team in 
the NFL through the first 11 weeks of 
the season. With the help of veteran 
Kerry Collins at quarterback, the 
Titans were able to pull it together 
early enough in the season, build 


» chemistry and propel themselves to 


the forefront of the league. 

The Titans are only the eleventh 
team since the merger of 1970 to go 
10-0. The Titans are serious competi- 


tors this season after winning 10 
games all of last year (10-6). It’s not 
exactly a worst to first season, but 
they did finish third in the AFC South 
last season behind the Jacksonville 
Jaguars (11-5) and the Indianapolis 
Colts (13-3). 

For week 11, Tennessee had to 
battle against the rival Jaguars to 
keep their perfect season alive. The 
Titans trailed 14-3 at halftime, to the 
delight of fist pumping, premature 
celebrating; Jaguar head coach Jack 
Del Rio, who was already congratu- 
lating his players en route to the lock- 
er room. Del Rio wasn’t anticipating 
a second half collapse from his team, 
but he could have predicted that the 
only unbeaten team in the NFL 
would try to keep it that way, and that 
they did. Titans outscored the Jags 
21-0 in the second half to win 24-14, 
mathematically eliminating the 
Jaguars from the playoffs in the 
process. 

Kerry Collins threw 3 touchdown 
passes, two to wide receiver Justin 
Gage who had a season high 147 
receiving yards, his only 100+ yard 
receiving game of the season. Albert 
Haynesworth dominated defensively, 
finishing with 7 tackles, a sack and a 
forced fumble. Despite being the 
undefeated, Haynesworth relishes in 
the challenge of proving to the league 
that the Titans are the best team. 


“It’s great, people keep counting 
us out and we keep proving the world 
wrong, I guess,” he said after the 
game. 

A lot of the focus on the latest 
Titan victory went to third string cor- 
nerback Chris Carr. The Titans start- 
ing corner Nick Harper was inactive 
with an ankle injury and backup Eric 
King had to leave the game after 
breaking his arm, so in steps Carr, a 
player the Jags saw as a weakness on 
the field. They were wrong. In just 
limited play Carr defended 3 of 
Jacksonville quarterback David 
Garrards passes and had a late game 
interception. Garrard complimented 
Carrs play after the game, “He didn’t 
play like a third corner, and we tried 
to pick on him. Whenever you’ve got 
guys out, you have to do that because 
they would be starting if they were 
that good.” Garrard was wrong and 
the plan had backfired. 

Next week the Titans will take on 
the New York Jets (7-3) who will try 
to hand them their first loss of the 
season. If the Titans can hold off the 
Jets and remain undefeated their 
chances of staying that way for the 
week after will be better than ever as 
they would play 0-10 Detroit Lions 
after the Jets. If you are a Tennessee 
Titans fan, then the future is looking 
great for you. 


Brady’s future unclear 


This is what happens 
when knee surgery 


goes bad 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


There is a remote possibility that 
Tom Brady will have to forego the 


_ 2009 football season after surgery on 


his busted knee was operated on ear- 
lier than expected and potentially 
caused MCL damage. 

The most celebrated and widely 


“notorious golden boy of the NFL suf- 


' 
‘i 


fered a torn ACL during the first 
week of the season back in 
September. His on the field luck fol- 
lowed him to the operating room on 
Oct. 6, which is more bad news for 


Brady fans. Surgeons repaired 
Brady’s two torn knee ligaments but 
within days they had realized that 
infection had set in, to the point 
where it could permanently jeopard- 
ize his recovery. 

Dr. Charles Bush-Joseph, a 
sports medicine and knee specialist at 
Ruth University Medical Center in 
Chicago commented on infected 
joints, “ Infections in a joint can lead 
to permanent damage, eventually 
permanent stiffness and permanent 
pain, or even permanent arthritis of 
the knee,” he stated. 

Brady has been played on exten- 
sive antibiotics and is reportedly 
scheduled for two more surgeries to 
try and clean out the infection. 

“Joint infection is an emer- 
gency,” said Andrew Gregory, an 
assistant professor of orthopedics 
and pediatrics at Vanderbilt 


University Medical Center. 

“It’s something that needs to be 
seen to right away. The longer it’s left 
alone the more damage it can do.” 

The risk of infection is less than 
1 percent, but nevertheless is a threat 
that most doctors dread, but with 
very good reason. 

“Infection in a joint causes dam- 
age... because the bacteria actually 
chews up the tissue inside the joint, 
which is really important... It causes 
scar tissue build up which can lead to 
stiffness and ultimately arthritis.” 
Gregory proclaimed. 

At this juncture it is too early to 
tell whether or not Brady’s knee will 
be ready to go by the time of the start 
of the 2009 season. If the infection 
can be alleviated then it looks to be a 
promising season, but if not, then we 
can expect to see Matt Cassel taking 
the snaps again next year. 
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It might be a while before we see Brady standing on the field taking snaps, so get 
used to seeing Tom as he is here, taking it easy as opposed to taking the ball. 


- 


SS 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who holds the 
record for the 
youngest UFC 

Champion? 


2. Who holds the 
NHL record with 551 
regular season wins 

as a goaltender? 


3. What was the first 


sport televised in 
the United States? 


4. Who was the only 

college player to win 

the Heisman Trophy 
twice? 


5. In 1990, over one 
billion people 
watched the 

championship game 

of this sporting 
event on TV? 
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The government won’t tell you why. 


| 


| 


There are millions of documents like this one. 


i 
i 


Few of them pertain to national security. 


| 
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In a democratic society, is that right? 


Original graphic by The Telegraph, Nashua, N.H, 
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